Who did this?
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So how  did this happen? Didn’t I sow good seed? - a man reaps what he sows – Everything was going so good, I planted good seed  in good soil now look!
Something ugly came up in the middle of something good. Weeds right in the middle of all the good stuff.  Who did this? 

Matt 13:24   
Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25  But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away.

26  When the wheat sprouted and formed ears, then the weeds also appeared. 27  "The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ 28  "‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. "The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 29  "‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. 30  Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’"


Matt 13:36  … His disciples came to him and said, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field." 37  He answered, "The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38  The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39  and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 40  "As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41  The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42  They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43  Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.

Eph 6:12  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.


Mat 7:21  "Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22  Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ 23  Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ 


You were effective doing things using my name – that shows that faith works regardless of allegiance.  You can use the knowledge of faith to bring the healing of God without belonging to God. It works because God has put rules into the universe which cannot be violated. Like the woman in Mark 5. 
So people are able to benefit from the blessing of God without belonging to the family of God. Still many other people are in religious systems that call Jesus Lord. Jesus says to them I never knew you. 
Not at any time did we have a relationship.  You were not born again and  I never knew you (past tense). 

Preacher tells them they are saved? Crazy. Saved because He touched U.

Jesus says to many in the church today– I don’t know you (present tense)
You call me Lord but don’t know me as Lord and I don’t know you as a servant. But you call me Lord. 


When I ask you to apologise you say NO I’ve got nothing to apologise for. 

When I ask you to pay your debt back (to the church) you say NO – the church has got plenty, it doesn’t need my money paid back. 

When I ask you to put up your hand for healing, you say NO - I’ll look silly 

My voice whispers one thing but the other voice whispers another. 
I say apologise but the other voice says It’s not my fault – I ‘ve done nothing wrong. Who is this other voice?  --   Who did this? 


 Jesus said an enemy did it in the night. An enemy sowed weeds into the field of your life while you slept. 
But leave it – don’t try and rip it up – wait til the end of the age, then all the weeds will be pulled up and burned. 

Jesus says ‘Do me a favour – don’t call me Lord and not do what I ask.’
But at the end of the age – if he has touched you, if you have received Him, you are his despite the fact weeds are in your life. But if he has never touched you, if you have never received him, he will say I NEVER KNEW YOU. 
It’s for you! – Gods word. 
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Let God be true and every man a liar     Rom 3:4
Our start pos’n = the word is true.

That does not mean that I understand everything. It’s okay not to understand. My peanut brain can’t encompass the wonder of God’s universe. (My tiny speck of a thinking apparatus trying to fathom the expanse and majesty of God’s creation).  

Too high for me to reach Psa 139:6
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.
It’s okay not to understand all but I gotta know God loves me. 
In order to know that, I gotta know that Jesus IS God.


Jesus was the exact representation of God.  Heb 1:3
Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. John 14:9
If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin. Now, however, they have no excuse for their sin. John 15:22
The world’s sin IS unbelief in me John 16:9 NLT
Jesus never made anyone sick. Never brought suffering on anyone.

Some people say that God is in control of everything. And because He is in total control - at the top of the food chain – all seeing, all powerful, all knowing, all powerful - He must have a reason and a purpose for allowing bad things to happen –  for sickness and suffering to come - for war and famine and earthquakes and diseases.  This is the logic. You can’t escape it. If you believe that God is in control of everything, then you find yourself talking to him in those terms: ‘Lord, I don’t know why you’ve allowed this cancer to come … why you’ve allowed this earthquake, this flood, this Tsunami ’. 
As long as you think or suspect, that God is responsible for suffering and pain, that He has some purpose to discipline or punish …. 


2Pet 3:9                            
Matt 7:13
Sovereign

2Sam 7:28  O Sovereign LORD, you are God! Your words are trustworthy, and you have promised these good things to your servant.
God is sovereign. That is true. The bible says so.
As long as you think ‘sovereign’ means being in control of everything, then you will look for the hand of God (when you read of) war, famine, disease, sickness, suffering. And looking for it you will probably find it!


God is sovereign. The word describes someone with legal power and authority, but not someone in total control over every single thing within their domain. The word ‘Sovereign’ literally means 

SUPREME LAW-MAKING AUTHORITY.  
If we understand God as the supreme law-maker, the one who sets the rules and judges according to them…. 
God gave the earth to man in Gen 1:28. He gave man one rule and man broke it in Gen 3:6. Only one!  God drove man out of the garden of Eden and said I’m denying you access to the Tree of Life and now the only way back to it is via the tree on Calvary that Jesus was nailed to. 


As long as you think that God loves you according to your performance…

you can’t approach in expectation of receiving anything because you are never good enuf.  You can’t receive the love of God unless you first believe the love of God is unconditional. 
It’s for you!  You’ve got to believe it to receive it. 


If it’s never happened for you then you’ve got to say ‘I’ve never seen it happen, it’s never worked for me, but I believe it because the bible says so. Let Gods word be true and every man a liar. I’ve not got my healing yet but I believe I am healed because the bible shows me it is His will to heal disease and that by his stripes we were healed. (2Pet 2:24)

You’ve got to believe it to receive it. 

You don’t get saved on somebody else’s belief. It has to be your own. 
If you don’t believe it, you can’t receive it. 

If you believe that suffering sickness is caused by God then you will not be able to appropriate the healing that he has provided for you. 
At very least, must be passive and cooperative toward it. 
If you have unbelief it will work against faith. 

 It’s for you. God’s word. Let it be true.
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Feed your faith
Starve your doubt 

Heb 11:6   Without faith it is impossible to please God

What? You mean God is nor pleased that I have cleaned up my life, that I stop swearing, smoking, getting drunk, kicked the weed and I’m off the crack and I’ve stopped cussing and lying? 

No. 
Many people in the world live better lives that you do without belief or religion. What distinguishes you from them is not your righteous living but your faith. It’s good to live clean, to have integrity, to help others. But God is not impressed with your righteousness, 
He is impressed if you’ve got faith. 


Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God


In the beginning was the word. And the word was with God..

Feed your faith. Starve your doubt. Starve it to death. Kill your unbelief.
 



Let God be true and every man a liar     Rom 3:4
You’ve got to believe it to receive it. 

That is true for salvation 

You don’t get saved on somebody else’s belief. It has to be your own. 

It’s not enough that your parents believe. You have to believe.,  

If you don’t believe it, you can’t receive it. 

So if you believe that suffering sickness has some divine purpose then you are unlikely to be able to receive healing.

The Light
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John 1  That life is the light of men. The light shines in the darkness…

Exo 10:21-23  Goshen in the middle of Egypt.

	What it means to be in the blessing

	The truth (light) will make you free.

	

	IN
	OUT

	
	

	UNDER THE BLESSING
	UNDER THE CURSE 

	
	

	EMPOWERED TO SUCCEED
	EMPOWERED TO FAIL

	
	

	Deu 28:1-14  14 verses = 20%
	Deu 28:15-68  54 verses = 80%

	Extravagant abundance. Healing
	Fear, famine, disease, trouble.

	
	

	Sure footed. Confident step. Walk in faith
	You trip up b/c you can’t see the potholes.

	
	

	Creative
	The dark can’t create anything.

	
	


1 The area of darkness is much greater than the area of light
(few will find the narrow way, broad is the way leading to destruction. 


2 You are either In it or OUT of it.


3 God has provided enough light for all. 
There is enough blessing & His will is that everyone should step in to the light. 


4 Some think their own light is powerful enough to keep their way illuminated – to keep them from falling in the blackness. 

If you could fit the entire population of the world into a village of 100 people, maintaining the proportions of all the people living on Earth, then 
57 would come from Asia, 21 from Europe, 14 from America (North, Central and South) , 8 from Africa. 

There would be: 
52 women and 48 men, 30 Caucasians.  
30 Christians and and 11 homosexuals 
6 would possess 59% of the wealth and they would all come from the USA
80 live in poverty, 70 are illiterate, 
50 suffer from hunger and malnutrition, 1 is dying, 1 is being born. 
1 owns a computer, 1 has a university degree 

If you currently have money in the bank, in your wallet and a few coins in your purse, you are one of the 8 privileged few. 

If you woke up this morning in good health, you have more luck than one million people, who won’t live through the week.  
If you have never experienced the horror of war, the solitude of prison, the pain of torture, were not close to death from starvation, then you are better off than 500 million people.
If you can go to your place of worship without fear that Someone will assault or kill you, then you are luckier than 3 billion people. 
 
If you have a full fridge, clothes on your back, a roof over your head and a place to sleep, you are wealthier than 75% of the world’s population. 
Righteousness
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Righteous

Characterised by, proceeding from, or in accordance with, accepted standards of morality, justice or uprightness.

The righteous: Morally justifiable or right.

Psa 37

Who are the wicked and who are the Righteous?
The Righteous means those who believe.

the ‘wicked’ are those who don’t acknowldge God

Righteous Divides into 2: 

R that comes from me and R that comes from God

Our own good works will only allow us to boast if we're are comparing ourselves with other people. However, in the sight of God, none of us have anything to brag about. We have all come short of the glory of God
Psa 50:6  And the heavens proclaim his righteousness, for God himself is judge. Selah
Righteousness =

Doing what is right because it is right 

Righteousness from God = 
Justified by faith

Words ( Thoughts ( Feelings ( Decisions

Actions ( Habits ( Character


Act 13:39  Through him everyone who believes is justified from everything you could not be justified from by the law of Moses.


Rom 3:24  and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  +Rom 3:28  justified by faith apart from the law.


Rom 4:2  If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but not before God.


Rom 5:1  Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,


Rom 8:30  And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.


Rom 10:10  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

Sheep never come back without being called. They just wander.

If God is calling…  1st time like a Homing beacon or calling U back.

U can’t get back unless he calls you. Moslem, Hindu, Buddhist…
but tian= God does soemthing… U must be Born again

All like sheep have gone astray  1Pet 2:25

Mt 9:36  When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.


1Pet 2:25  For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

God is not your talisman – your lucky charm. Not genie in the lamp waiting on your instructions,  to grant your latest 3 wishes

Taize

Ps 17:6  I call on you, O God, for you will answer me; give ear to me and hear my prayer.
The Voice of Faith
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What goes on behind the scenes – on another level. 

Not in full view. Hidden.  


Not what is said but what is heard. 

How good is your Hearing?
1  How many of each animal did Moses take with him onto the Ark ?
2  What is the name of the raised print that deaf people use to read ?
3 You are the driver of a train. 30 people. 10 get off, 5 get on. Name of driver?

(Hearing what you want to hear.) 

A man hears what he wants to hear and disregards the rest. 
Simon & Garfunkel, The Boxer. 

Bible says faith comes by hearing.

Rom 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

It’s good to hear the word of God.

It’s good to take it in through the eye gate and the ear gate 
(Open up the gates and let it in!)

Good get it,    -  read it,    - digest it,   -  meditate on it. 
But when it really has value, when it ‘s effective in your life
is when you get it like the writer got it, - in your heart. 
Or rather you listen for it like the writer listened for it. 


You can hear the word OF God & get nothing from it. 

But when you hear the word FROM God, you are cooking on gas!
The word FROM God is the word in the background

It’s not in the surface text, not what is said or written, not what your ears hear.
But it’s what takes up residence in your heart.  

It’s not the word I hear but 
the voice behind the word
It’s the voice in the background.  Quiet, subliminal. whisper in the heart.
The Voice       

IT’S THE VOICE!
BEHIND EVERY SCRIPTURE THERE IS A VOICE
BEHIND EVERY SERMON THERE IS A VOICE
Sometimes YOU HAVE TO HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 

so that YOU CAN HEAR THE WORD FROM GOD 


The voice that was behind the scripture when it was written. 


Pic Paul writing to the Hebrews (Paul?)  >>
Heb 11:1 faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

A word missing!! NOW faith is the substance of things hoped for

NOW faith   ---   not THEN faith  ! 
You need NOW faith to fight that devil that’s come up against U today, not THEN faith of 20 years ago!


People in the world don’t come to church b/c they don’t have any hope. Beyond this life they have no hope. They don’t need faith cos they aint hoping on anything. (Faith is like a bridge to get U to what U hope for.) 


It’s the voice that’s comes up behind the word when you read it, behind the sermon when you listen to it. It’s the voice that comes up behind the TV program, behind a car number plate, in a child crying, in a bird singing. 

The voice of God can come at you anywhere, anytime.

But the bible says ‘seek and you will find’, 
you gotta have faith to seek for Heb 11:6 decalres:

‘He that comes to God must believe that He exists and he is a rewarder of them that seek him.’  - that’s faith. 


Heb 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that comes to God must believe that he is (he exists), and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

The communists were so busy shouting hateful about the Opium of the Masses they drowned out the sound of the Music of the Spheres. 

Light and Sound     
The vision and the voice
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Gen 1
And God said let there be light

God said it --- ‘let there be…’ Not a source of light but light iteslf.      (Day 1)
The phenomenom of light – before there was ever a source of light! (Day 4) 
Einstein discovered the relationship between energy and mass was and fixed it in famous equation:    E = m  c ²  

energy equals mass multiplied by the speed of light squared. Because the speed of light is a very large number, the formula implies that any small amount of matter contains a very large amount of energy. So for example a molecule of bread contains enough energy in it to blow up half of Birmingham. 
Without light there can be no order to mass or energy. It would just be chaotic.
You have to first have light. Then you can have matter, space and time. 
Matter, Space and Time are 3 entities that can’t exist without the other. Nothing can exist without there first being light. Light is the fundamental of the universe. God invented it in Gen 1. He said Let there be light.
John 1:4  In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.

John 1

The darkness does not understand it. It says: ‘Look over there, there is a light shining and it’s saying that God made everything good –n that He made it perfect in its time. That God cares for mankind and has paid for every imperfection that is in it. That he has a purpose and a plan and that He is good. And I don’t understand it. Because the darkness says it’s all an accident. I am a random collection of chemicals without purpose or reason. That being the case I need to get as much as I can, while I can, when I can. I need to get it, can it and sit on my can. I don’t understand what the light says. I think I prefer what the darkness says. Because if the light is true, then I cannot just do as I like. And I do want to do what I like to do.
-------------------------------------------------------------------

Hearing

1  How many of each animal did Moses take with him onto the Ark ?
2  What is the name of the raised print that deaf people use to read ?
3 You are the driver of a train. 30 people. 10 get off, 5 get on. Name of driver?
The Voice

It’s good to hear the word OF God 

to take it in thru the eye gate and the ear gate 
it’s good to open the gates and let it in.
It’s good to hear the word of God. 
You have to get it, to read it, to digest it, meditate on it. But the prize is to hear
You have to hear the word FROM God


The word FROM God is the word in the background

not in the surface text, not what is said or written, 

not what your ears hear

but what takes up residence in your heart.  

It’s not the word you hear or read bit the voice behind

The Voice behind:

Behind every scripture there is a voice

Behind every sermon there is a voice

It’s the voice – in the background, whispering. 

The voice that was behind the scripture when it was written. It’s the voice that’s comes up behind the word when you read it, behind the sermon when you listen to it. It’s the voice that comes up behind the TV program, behind a car number plate, in a child crying, in a bird singing. It’s the voice of God. It can come at you anywhere, anytime, but the bible says ‘seek and you will find’, you gotta have faith to seek even for ‘he that comes to God must believe that He exists and he is a rewareder of them that seek him.’  - that’s faith. 
Heb 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that comes to God must believe that he is (he exists), and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

Rom 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
Heb 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
People in the world don’t come to church b/c they don’t have any hope. Beyond this life they have no hope. They don’t need faith cos they aint hoping on anything. (Faith is like a bridge to get U to what U hope for.) 


The communists were so busy shouting hateful about the Opium of the Masses they drowned out the sound of the Music of the Spheres. 

Two classes of ‘tians
	Born Again

-   MOST
	Baptized with Holy Spirit
-   FEW

	Saved – going to heaven

	
	

	Absolutely essential   
	‘optional’  an ‘add-on’ (later usually) 

	Must be Born Again (John 3)
	

	.
	Happens later mostly.(bible) 
Can be simultaneous. 


	Conversion: 
Changes: Lifestyle, beliefs. 
God begins working in areas. 
	Validation: speak in tongues.  How Peter knew gentiles had been saved.
You begin exercising authority.


	‘tianity impossible

	‘tianity difficult 


	No victory.. over sickness. 
	Victory.. over devil

	
	Able to live a victorious life now.

	POWER
	No POWER. Afflicted by same things that afflict unsaved. 

	
	

	Saved for next life only – get there quicker!
	Saved from this present evil 

	
	

	
	


if you’re not BA you’re not a ‘tian!  John 3. You must be born again.
Jesus said Do not minister until U get the HS. Go and wait.
Being Born Again is a different experience to receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit. For most people it is separate and later.

Ongoing filling (baptising) needed. Some having received the Holy spirit years ago have not been filled for so long, they are effectively ‘nominal Christians’ again.  
The Light

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2  He was with God in the beginning. 3  Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4  In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.
The darkness does not understand it. It says: ‘Look over there, there is a light shining and it’s saying that God made everything good –n that He made it perfect in its time. That God cares for mankind and has paid for every imperfection that is in it. That he has a purpose and a plan and that He is good. And I don’t understand it. Because the darkness says it’s all an accident. I am a random collection of chemicals without purpose or reason. That being the case I need to get as much as I can, while I can, when I can. I need to get it, can it and sit on my can. I don’t understand what the light says. I think I prefer what the darkness says. Because if the light is true, then I cannot just do as I like. And I do want to do what I like to do.

Do you know you can do whatever you like to do. You can be selfish, rotten and evil and nobody can stop you. You can be like Hitler and start a war that kills 50 million people or you can kill one unborn person. It makes no difference. You can invent a scam that deprives widows and the poor of millions of dollars or you can fiddle your taxes and work for cash under the table, It makes no difference. You can do as much or as little evil as you want. But you can only do it for so long. 
You see, death came into the world in order that there would be a limit on the amount of sin you can do. Sin has a cap on it, an end-stop. It’s called death. You can do as much evil as is in you heart to do but you can only do it for so long. Because when sin came into the world, at the same instant, death came also. When there was no sin you could live forever but when sin came, then sin had to be limited. And so you can only be sinful for so long. There is a limit to any one man’s wickedness and it’s called death. 

The darkness sees the light but doesn’t understand it. 
Words
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Grandad
It caused me to hope that words didn’t mean anything. Just something blown out of the lungs and lost on the wind. If words had any value or even worse, if there was any connection between future facts and words spoken in the now then I was in trouble. 

It’s a terrible thing to discover that words means something when you thought they didn’t. That they hold power. That they are connected to what happens in the future.  

Gal 6  God cannot be mocked. What you sow you will reap in due season. 
If U think words are meaningless U will not make positive declarations over yourself and you will get the benefit of that. 


God sows and reaps, why not you? – Isa 55 words will not return void.

How can I sow goodness? I need to begin.

1 Ask Jesus in   He will begin to show you.

2 Aggressively seek all that God has for you.

Prov 4  get wisdom above all. Learning, Understanding. 


Where from?     The word
The grass withers, flowers fall but the word stands.

In the beginning was the word. In the beginning word.  John 1
Why? 

Because it is the word of faith.

How can I get it?
Faith comes by hearing Rom 10:17
The word is a seed. No limit to dose. No side effects. No cost.
Imperishable seed 1Pet 1:23
IN -( through the ears, the eyes 
TO  -( the heart. Has to be in the heart, why?

2 together ( Word in the mind  -  Belief in the heart 

No good having just one w/o other

If both then Kingdom happenings - miracles
Rom 10:10     
Believe with the Heart unto Righteousness

Confess with the mouth unto Salvation.

Mat 12:34 Out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.

Derek Prince

What is it? 

The word of Faith.

Faith is a NOW thing.  
’Now faith is the substance.’    NOW. So powerful it’s a ‘substance’ - 

Faith is in the NOW and it’s in the HEART. Where U believe things. 
Hope is a future thing. Where is it?
In the mind, in the imagination, in a vsion. 

Hope is a FUTURE thing and it’s in the MIND. Where U imagine things.
(Wishful Thinking = Hope dressed up as faith. Big Talk or fanciful ideas). 

Heb 11:3  By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.

Faith is totally to do with that which is unseen.
2Cor 5:7  (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)    One or other (Alternatives) 

If you walk by faith you are not walking by sight. 

If you walk by sight you are not walking by faith. 

Faith is NOT a doctrinal issue, not a theological thing.

Not a state of mind, or a way of looking at things.

Faith is a character trait. Loyalty, Committemnt. 

No matter what is happening to you, you know it’s gonna be OK 
faith is that peace at the centre. 
That causes you to be a rock on which others can stand upon, and rely. 
It causes you to have a character of faith, to endure. 

The outworking of faith is that U are loyal, you are reliable, you have integrity. 

Faith has no value until it is tested. 

Not complete until it has been thru the fire

Faith is having faithfulness. Endurance.

Rev 3:18 counsel buy gold refineed in fire 
It’s not automatic!
What do we come to church for? 
To learn what God has for us. To learn what He says about us. 
Why? Because if U don’t know about it U can’t renew your mind..
If you are ignorant of what the bible says you are still under a curse. 

I used to think….  Que Sara sara. God will sort it out. God does all that after I become saved. No he doesn’t!


You have to know about it. 

How can you know unless you are taught?

You were under a curse

If you are ignorant of what the bible says you are still under a curse. 

When you realise that Jesus took your sin, then you are no longer under that curse. (The truth will make you free). You know that you don’t bear your sin any longer because Jesus has born it for you. But until you realise it you are under a curse. You are bearing the weight of guilt and sin and that is a curse. 

If you are ignorant of what the bible says you are still under a curse. 

If you don’t know that Jesus took your infirmities, then you are still under a curse. You are still bearing your own infirmities 

Many know that Jesus took their sin but only a few understand that He took their infirmities. 

And so they live their life under the curse of sickness. 

Because of ignorance. 
Last week we spoke about the inheritance. (Eph 1:18) But until you know the details of the inheritance, until the will has been read to you, you are ignorant of it. Until you read the bible and read what God says about you, you are under a curse. It’s the curse of ignorance. 
You will know the truth and the truth will make you free. (John 8:32)

Choice at the chasm: 

One of the greatest gifts of Christianity to modern man is pluralism – the right to believe something else. Christianity acknowledges that right – more than that, it upholds your right to believe in something different. Christianity understands that to believe in something other than God is your God-given right. 

That’s because God himself is the great pluralist. He has given you free will and it is yours. That means that God himself will defend your right to go to hell.(!!) God will not force you to believe in Him, it is your choice. 


The curse of Islam is that it denies that right. Islam cannot abide any other mindset except its own. It will permit you to come into it, but never to leave it. In all practicality it will cost you dear to be under a Moslem administration and believe something other than Islam. 

But the blessing of God is the gift of a free conscience. He upholds the right of men to make up their own minds. He has given us free will and He’s not about to take it back. Not because He is unable to but because the integrity of His word prevents it. (To give a gift and then take it back when it suits you means it wasn’t a gift in the first place). You better believe it. God defends your right to go to hell. 
He is a pluralist. He will not force you to believe in Him. It’s your choice. 


The introduction of religious choice preceded the introduction of democracy in most of the modern world. And most Westerners regard freedom of conscience as just as important as the freedom to vote. 


But, in the long run, uneven playing fields weaken the home players. 
The gospel

- the magnitude of the debt 

- the magnitude of the provision

The Gospel of salvation.
1Pet 1:12    Even angels long to look into these things.

The magnitude of the debt

I could never pay it. no man could undo what Adam had done. 
God could not just come and turn the clock back 
He had given the earth to man and man had given it to the devil *****. 
It took 4000 years for God to recover it back. 4000 years to plant, water, incubate, impregnate the word of God over the earth. 
God had to find men to speak words of prophecy 
Earth needed to be seeded with Gods creative word. 

God had to find men like Isaiah, Jeremiah, Zechariah

Isa 7:14  Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 


Prophetic declaration. Word of the Lord is the creative power. 

*****God has given dominion (rulership) to men*** 

Gen 1:26 Let them rule …over all the earth

Gen 1:28 fill the earth and subdue it.

Prophetic prayers… visions.

Need be spoken. If 2 agree on earth--- Power of agreement. 

God needs prophets to speak prophetic prayers.

Why? 
Because God gives the vision – He needs men to declare it. 
Men declaring the visions that causes them to manifest.

God is a spirit and man has dominion over the earth, In order for God’s will to be manifest in the earth somebody has to speak it.

1) Hear the Word  2)Speak the word  3)Move toward the word. – ACT!  

The magnitude of the provision


Eph 1: 18  The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,
You want the inheritance of your father to pass on to you. Why should you sit there and be in need when your father has left you everything? 
Your father is rich, and He left everything to you. However, you will not get it until you ask for it. Demand what your father left you. That degree has your name on it. That financial breakthrough has your name on it. . 

There is no need to sit around waiting on someone else to get you what is yours. Nobody else is coming. The One who needed to come has already come. 
Jesus said; I am come that they may have life…(John 10:10) 

Made in Heaven

Mark 11:24  says whatsoever you ask & believe ... you shall have. 

Whatever you ask according to His will … 
You need to know His will is for you 2 have Life, health, blessing, peace. 
You need 2 know U can have anything with ‘Made in Heaven’ stamp.. God doesn’t do divorce, sickness, death or poverty. It’s no good asking him for those things. 
God does joy and peace, life, health and blessing. 

Those are the things with ‘Made in Heaven’ stamped on them and you can prove that anywhere in scripture. You could put it this way:  God is love. If it hasn’t got love it isn’t Made in Heaven 

TDJ:   If you’ve called on God and His answer doesn’t line up with your circumstances, then call it what God calls it. The doctor might call it cancer but if God calls it healed, then call it what God calls it. The word of the Lord often stands alone. It has no attorney and needs no witness. It can stand on its own merit. Whatever He says, you are! 
If you are to fight the challenges of life, then shake the enemy’s names and insults off your back. Tell the enemy you are who God says you are.
Jesus didn't die so that I could have a religion.

He died so that I could have relationship.

The coth creed:

This is my bible. 
I believe what it says about me. 


I believe the Lord Jesus has saved me and made me a new creation with His power and authority operating on the inside. 
2Cor 5:17, Eph 1:19

I believe that God intends me to have peace in my heart, health in my body and life in my spirit and I come against every tongue that says otherwise:.     Isa 54:17
Every worrying thought, every sickness, every depression, every oppression. I speak to you and command you to be still before the eternal power of Jesus. 

My bible says He is the name above all names. I believe what it says about Him and I believe what it says about me.  Eph 1:21
I believe that God commands me to be a blessing and to be blessed.  Gen 12:2


I know that no curse can rest upon that which God has blessed.

I believe the blessing of God is mine through the Lord Jesus Christ.   Num 23:19 , Eph 1:3

I now receive that blessing afresh. 
I receive health, joy, peace and life. 
I thank you and praise you Lord Jesus.  


Made in England  
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Mark 11:24  Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be your

A Lady prayed that a man she desired - that his wife would die or leave him and she would marry the man.

How come it didn't work?

Mark 11 says whatsoever you ask & believe ... you shall have. 

We all intuitively know the answer and yet the scripture does say ‘whatsoever you ask …’

The fact is she was asking the wrong person…

God doesn’t do divorce, sickness, death or poverty. It’s no good asking him for those things. it’s no good asking God for something he doesn’t provide! If it’s not got ‘Made in Heaven’ stamped on it, you are wasting your time asking God to provide it. For you 
God doesn’t do divorce, sickness, death and poverty. He does joy and peace, life, health and blessing. 

Those are the things with ‘Made in Heaven’ stamped on them and you can prove that anywhere in scripture. You could put it this way:  God is goodness and God is love and anything that is not born of goodness and love is not of His kingdom.  


Jesus didn't die so that I could have a religion.

He died so that I could have relationship.

Power of the gospel
Jesus used miracles as a calling card to validate his ministry. Paul said don’t believe me if I come with the power of preaching and no other power.

1Cor 2:4   1Cor 4:19

If being ‘good’ is all the church can teach. - Being a good upstanding member of society, high and moral and walking in integrity and truth . If the high point of our celebration is what is humanly possible, what everyone else can do outside of the church, then we are to be pitied. Without miracles, church is no different to a concert or football match. 
The power of the gospel is the power of moving outside of things which are humanly possible. Without miracles, church is no more than a debating society. 
Amen.

And that therefore God has commanded a blessing over my life;
I come against every tongue that seeks to deny the goodness of God in my life 
I lift up the name that is above all names and I speak to sickness, to depression, to oppression, to every evil work, and I declare that you must yield to the greater authority of the creator God.

I believe He intends for me to be an ambassador of His goodness. 
God has spoken a blessing over me and no demon, no witch, no spell, no curse can prevail against what He has spoken. 

We pray for the world you created; the world given over to the Lordship of satan by man. Lord uphold the goodness you have invested in all you have made. We pray for the day you will restore the perfection of your creation. 
We come against the enemy of our soul, the enemy of your creation, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. We lift up the name that is above all names.  

and say: I rebuke you and declare you must yield to the greater
And that I have God’s raising from the dead power on the inside of me.

Foundations. The later revelation needs to build on the foundation of the former revelation. 

The Cross – All religions have some kind of cross – all speak of denial. 

But only Christianity has the resurrection. 
Mall outreach – we don’t have a mall outreach. We have people who shop.


He’s in you
The spirit of the resurrected Christ has taken up residence in you. 
He’s in you and he wants out!

He’s in us as a river, he doesn’t want to be a lake, and certainly not a pond.

He wants to be a river flowing through you..


Jesus won for us the great and final victory over the god of this world, satan. Through his atonement, we are able to ask God for anything as Mark 11 says. The atonement of Jesus has provided and paid for anything that has ’Made in Heaven’ stamped on it.  You can be sure that Jesus did not die so that you could be the bringer of poverty, sickness or death. He died so that you could be the channel through which blessing, health & life can flow.


 
We call them miracles and without them the church is irrelevant. Without a testimony that God has reached down and helped somebody right now in this life, not in the life to come, the church is impotent. 

You have to be a Christian to even call them miracles, otherwise you will use the word ‘coincidence’, or mysterious convergence of time and space. 
Whatever you call it, without the supernatural being evident, church is superfluous to people’s needs, irrelevant and impotent. 

If the church does not go beyond what is humanly possible, then its relevance in this life is close to zero. 

Who touched me?    Mark 5     
Also Matt 9, Luk 8
26 April 2009
1  Who touched me?
Loads of people were touching him that day and many would have had their own need for a healing - an arm that ached, a bad stomach, a relationship problem. Many were touching him. How many were hoping that just being in close proximity to Him would help them feel better? But only one was healed. How often do we ask ‘Why isn’t everybody healed’? 

And Jesus said ‘who touched me?’ because He felt something special had happened. He might just as well have said ‘who has been healed?’ 


Trembling 
She came forward “trembling” all the scriptures say. She was scared because she had been defiling everybody just by being there. (Unclean Lev 15:25). They could have turned on here and killed her. She was scared of what they crowd might do when she owned up. 


Jesus didn’t know 
‘Who touched me?’ Didn’t Jesus know who it was? Many times when Jesus interacted with people, He could spiritually discern their thoughts. Not here. The scripture makes no mention of it. He looked around as a man, not an all-knowing God. He said ‘who touched me?’ because as a perfect man fully spiritually aware, he knew a transaction had taken place in the spiritual realm. 

2  Many get to touch. Only one gets to be healed.  Why not everyone?
Loads of people come to church for a touch from Jesus. Many have needs, an arm that hurts, a stomach that aches, a family problem, a money problem, some even have a chronic long standing issue –not an issue of blood, but something that’s disabled a part of their life for many years. Many are hoping that being near to Jesus in church will help them. And why not? But here’s a case of someone being healed without the Lord having anything to do with it! He is not asked about it and doesn’t know about it until after it has happened! 


3  Law of faith 

This scripture illustrates that there are Laws governing the operation of the healing power of God.  and that like other laws, the law of faith operates independent of the creator God. It’s a Law fixed into the universe and like other laws, it works no matter where you are. Like gravity or electricity or aerodynamics. Let’s call it the Law of Faith. Rom 3:27
What this lady did caused a law of God to operate on her behalf. Jesus wasn’t consulted and didn’t know about it. It was her actions alone that caused the power of God to flow. 

As soon as you begin to see that Jesus didn’t know who had touched him then this miracle begins to fly in the face of all our preconceptions about the way God works. 

God has to vet each application?
Most people think that God has to vet the application. God checks you out. Are you faithful? Have you been good? Are you worthy to receive a miracle or not? 

That’s how most of us rationalise it. God says Yes to one and No to another. Not everyone gets healed and we simply don’t know why. 
We think that when a pastor gets sick, surely God will heal a pastor? I can understand him not healing the prostitute, but the pastor? Because we assume that a pastor is worthy and the prostitute is not worthy. 
We are operating in the belief that God is deciding every case, weighing it on the basis of performance. Most Christians think that who gets healed and who doesn’t get healed is totally related to how worthy they are, and most assume that God is deciding every case. 

‘Who touched me?’ Jesus wanted to know who it was. Who apart from him was able to administer the healing power of God? 

He asked who it was because he hadn’t encountered such a level of faith in all Israel. He was always the one bringing the power of God against sickness. Jesus knew how to operate in faith. But now somebody else knew. Who is it? 
Is there another Messiah in town? Who touched me?  - I want to meet them. 
Jesus didn’t want to meet them to rebuke them. He wanted to shake their hand and give them His blessing; 

It’s not ‘C’mon own up - Who has drawn power from me illegally? 
But: ‘Who is it? I want to meet them and shake their hand and say: 
‘Go in peace, sir or madam. Your faith has made you well’  

The Law:

1  You will have what you say.    Matt 21:18, Mark 11:22. Prov 18:21  23:7
    … Speak to mountain about God not v.v.

2   Faith without works is dead.       Jam 2:20.   

3   Earnestly seek, not just passive. Aggressively seek.

.. shall find when U seek w all your heart   Jer 29:13. 

Rom 3:27  Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.
Luk 2:52  52  And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and men.
Easter Day

God has to do it!

12 Apr 09

1Cor 15

14  And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.

17  And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.
20  But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep 


Christ said ‘It is Finished’ (john 19) his earthly work completed. no more for him to do - no more he could do. 
Nothing anyone can do in the grave. (Psa 6:5) cannot work or accomplish anything from the grave. 

Plan of salvation not complete until Christ rose from the grave. 
The son Jesus had done all he needed to do, now it was up to God the father to do what only He is able to do. 

God had to [supply the power to] raise Jesus from the dead. The dead cannot do that for themselves. w/o power, volition. dead cannot influence events to themselves or others. 


God resurrected Jesus. Rom 10:9 = ‘if you confess with your mouth Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved’ 

Paul - 1Cor 15 that ‘If God didn’t …’ We are wasting our time. 

By dying, Jesus was the propitiator, the one who paid the fee due for the sin of the world. The redeemer, the one who buys back what is held to ransom. The payment for sin had been made, redemption was purchased  God forgave the sin of all mankind by the sacrifice of the perfect man. 



Pic>
Take the ticket that Jesus gives you, go to the pawn shop and purchase back all the goodness God invested in you when he made you. Your spirit becomes perfect before God.  

What use is a ticket giving you the right to a new redeemed body if you are not alive to claim it? ‘The Glorious Dead’? 
What virtue?, value? purpose?

Salvation
By rising he became the saviour of the world according to the plan of God.  Redemption was purchased at the cross 
but salvation was proclaimed at the resurrection. 

Jesus did not become the saviour of the world until He rose again. That’s salvation. God had to do it!

Pivotal event in all of history.
In the same way you did not become a Christian until you were born again. 

Pivotal event in your life. 
You made the decision. God had to bring your spirit alive. Only God can do it. 
Holy Spirit whispered to you, Jesus paid the price for you, You made the decision to make Him Lord, to receive the gift. The God has to bring your spirit alive. 

You must be born again (John 3)
spirit gives birth to spirit, flesh gives birth to flesh.

God is spirit.  
Jesus died once for all time. He’s not dying again. He won’t be resurrected again. Born again, = resurrected for all time into knowledge of God.  U won’t be dying again or be resurrected again. 

Psa 6:5  For in death there is no remembrance of thee: in the grave who shall give thee thanks?

Psa 49:15  But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave: for he shall receive me. Selah.
Rom 8:11  But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.

Rom 8:23  …we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.   +Phil 3:21


Luk 2:10  But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11  Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; …

Luk 2:14  Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

1Cor15 contrasts the earthly body and the resurrection body 
By dying, Jesus paid the price of sin. The gift of forgiveness  became available for all. 

Jesus - the only one to live perfect under law, 
Able to offer himself as the perfect lamb & to die under the law, 
so that He would do away with the penalty of the law forever. 

Jesus died once for all people. He is not dying again ever.  

He became the propitiator, the payment, the redemption fee to be paid for the sin of the world. By rising he became the saviour of the world according to the plan of God. 
The payment for sin had been made, redemption was purchased  God forgave the sin of all mankind by the sacrifice of the perfect man –  the first redemption ticket was held by Jesus. 

Take the ticket that Jesus gives you, go to the pawn shop of life and purchase back all the goodness God invested in you when he made you. Your spirit  becomes perfect before God.  
What use is a ticket giving you the right to a new redeemed body if you are not alive to claim it? ‘The Glorious Dead’? What virtue?, value? purpose?

Being saved does not just mean dying to self and nothing else. It means being resurrected into knowledge of God. 
Being saved is not just about having the ticket for a redeemed body in the next life,  
Being saved is being called up into the knowledge of God in this life, through the spirit of God inside. Being born again is 
Jesus gave himself in order to rescue us from --- what?

From hell, yes. From the judgment of a righteous God, yes. But also, from this evil world 

Gal 1:4  Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father:
Jesus enabled us to partake of the resurrection power of God in this life. Jesus enabled us to be victorious. 
God’s will is for us to be victorious - to be healthy, to be prosperous in every part of our doings among men, to be a blessing and to bring a blessing. God’s will is to bless you in order that you will be a blessing. 

Jesus made all that possible because he rose again. 

1Thess 5:23   And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Eph 4:24  And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

1Cor 6:17  But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.

1Jn 4:17  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world.


Eph 1:15  Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints, 16  Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; 17  That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 18  The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,
Eph 1:19  And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us–ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 20  Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 21  Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 22  And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 23  Which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all.

Rom 8: 37  Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.

2Cor 5: 17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

2Cor 5:21  For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

Col 1:13  Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

Gal 2:20  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

1Cor 1:30  But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:

1Cor 15:57  But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

1Jn 2:20  But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.
Eph 1:6  To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.
Luk 1:28  And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.
Gal 1:4  Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father:

Rom 8:11  But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.
Rom 8:23  …we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.   +Phil 3:21

Luk 2:10  But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11  Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; …

Luk 2:14  Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

Salvation - the magnitude of the debt and the provision    
29 Mar 09
Mark 7:15  There is nothing from without a man, that entering into him can defile him: but the things which come out of him, those are they that defile..

Not what goes in but what comes out.

So it’s not what the world / life does to you. 

But your reaction to it – that’s what has the potential to debilitate, to damage or to enhance, strengthen.

If you are Defiled - Disfigured, deformed, sick, Unhealthy, 

less than optimum, unfit for purpose, dysfunctional, below par.

Sin doesn't make your heart corrupt, but a corrupt heart makes you sin.
Sin doesn’t necessarily cause corruption but corruption does produce sin. 


The sin is what comes OUT of us. It is our anger, our jealousy, our rage, our spitting words. It is what we DO that defiles us, not the thing that caused us to do it. Many people blame the cause. It’s their excuse for behaving the way they do. But Jesus taught quite clearly that it’s not what people do to you that brings you trouble, it’s the response you make. Then he demonstrated the principle in most staggering way: ‘Lord forgive them for they know not what they do.’
He had to be the perfect sacrifice. If he had defiled himself by speaking the words of carnality that his body was crying out to say, he wouldn’t have been able to say ‘it is finished’. 

This is why no man can save himself. For no man can have such a track record, to be sinless and to stay sinless while men do every evil they can possibly do. 
No man can stand before God and say ‘Judge me – find fault in me if you can.’ No man can stand & say I am worthy. I have passed the test. 

Every man knows it. 

Rom 1:19  since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20  For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.

That is why Jesus is the only one. He is the coming judge. We are in the day of Jesus’ grace, but there is coming the day of Jesus’ judgement.   
 Rev 5

 You can have your anger or you can have your health. You can’t have both.

Maybe you still have your health… well then I will put it this way:

You can keep your anger or you can keep your health. You can’t keep both. 
It’s up to you.  --- Anger, unforgiveness, grievance, vengeance, hatred, attitude.

You can keep your anger or you can keep your health. You can’t keep both. 
Sin defiles.  Anger is what comes out of you  

When a certain defilement has become endemic – when some sin has become justified and habitual, when it is institutionalised as ‘normal’ – then it begins to incubate death into the body, so that sooner or later, that defilement will manifest itself in a sickness. A Growth or a disorder of mind or body. 


Rev 5:1  Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals. 
2  And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, "Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?"

3  But no-one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it.

4  I wept and wept because no-one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside.

5  Then one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals." 
6   Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the centre of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.  7  He came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. 8  And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.

9  And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.

Defile: to make unclean or impure: as a: to corrupt the purity or perfection of : deflower  <the countryside defiled by billboards> b: to violate the chastity of :  c: to make physically unclean especially with something unpleasant or contaminating <boots defiled with blood> d: to violate the sanctity of :desecrate <defile a sanctuary> e: sully , dishonour
Take up your blessings and walk
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World says Take up your curses & crawl –be careful, cover your back. Go easy. Take precautions. (new mantra) What if..?   
But God says Take up your blessings. Walk in the blessing you have so people can’t see the effect of the curse but can see the effect of the blessing.  

Blessed with the blessing of God
Health & prosperity arises from the blessing of God. It’s that simple. To be healthy, to prosper, be blessed. If you are a Christian you can say to yourself: 
‘I am blessed, blessed, blessed.’  Just 3 times will do. - You are blessed 3 times the cube of 3 raised to the power of 3 recurring. You are blessed beyond your mathematical ability to count, in excess of what you can contain.

You’ve got to know it.  You need to know you are blessed. 
Not automatic! Somebody has to tell U!      Ex: St Paul in epistles. 
Substantial real promises that your spirit is a power house of virtue.
2 Cor 5:17     Eph 1:3      
Parent force of universe, most powerful realm, spirit realm, where God lives. 

You’ve got to know it.    
It’s not enough to be blessed. You’ve got to know you are blessed. Otherwise you will think you are only blessed when good things happen and cursed when they don’t. You’ve got to know you are blessed all the time, not just when you are being blessed.      Phil 1:6  Acknowledge that you have it.  
In order for it to have virtue in your life, you have to know it and apply it. 
It’s not automatic. Got to:  a) know about it   b) Think about it.  c) Speak it.
- declare it over yourself. I am blessed. 
God said to Abram ‘All that you can see I will give it to you.’  If you can see it, you can hope for it. Or rather if you recognise you are seeing it…  Gen 13
It’s knowing your spirit is pure that causes U to rise up.
it to leech out its goodness into the cells of mind and body. 

Take up you blessings & walk - where to?  

Walk toward blessing others. Gen 12 Abram blessed so he would be a blessing. 

If you think your salvation is based upon your performance then you will not be able to consistently walk in the blessing which is yours. Because you are aware that you fall short of God’s standard. 


Most of the world’s religions are about salvation by works. You must pray, you must fast, you must give to the poor etc, then you will be right with God. 

Do-it-yourself religion appeals to people because it leaves them with their pride. 
God would rather deal with your sin than your self-righteousness. 

Life and death are in the tongue. Power of words.  Prov 18:21
The cells of your body respond to the mental images of your mind. You have to have a picture of yourself blessed so you can cancel out, defuse over-ride the power of the pictures of you un-blessed. How can you do that? 

By Knowing it, Thinking it, speaking it.  It’s a choice!  

Be bitter or be better.
Pic(: Some people have terrible experiences - awful tragedies, traumas. Thru it they come to the conclusion they need help of God, can’t make it without.
Others with almost identical experiences arrive at totally different response: ‘I don’t need the help of a God like who allows that kind of thing to happen’ 
- One person is turned away from God, another is turned toward him.

It’s your Choice – Do you want to be bitter or better. Must be one or other! 
How am I blessed? My spirit has been made brand new. It is righteous and perfect. God is spirit and looks on my spirit as perfect.

Remember You can be trapped in bad relationship, bad XXX etc but you can never be trapped by unbelief. Nobody ever forced to say in their heart there is no God.  You have the choice to reject the gospel. To Be bitter or be better.

Precautionary culture in Europe.  Fact: Christianity is exploding everywhere except Europe!  Europe = legal framework best described as covering your back. Looking behind U – Walking backwards. Ex: the doc will give you a pile of pills he knows you don’t need, but then if you have this you could possibly have that, and so he treats that as well as this, so that if you later fall ill with that, he is covered. 
Ex You will never get a medical confirmation that someone was raised from the dead. To do so would either be to admit the power of God (which can’t do) or else admit they made mistake pronouncing death. Or if someone is miraculously healed: they have to admit power of God or else admit there was something they missed and could have maybe helped with. They can’t afford to make a mistake. Litigation has outlawed mistakes so precaution culture is now a major health hazard.   
Many people live in a state of fear and anxiety & Christians almost identical to non ‘tians!. Christians also have added burden of condemnation which harsh religion heaps on them. Many believe for example that if there is any un-confessed sin in their life, they will go to hell if it’s not dealt with. 


Life and death in the tongue
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Biology of Belief  TIME mag 13 Feb 2009, 
searching for overlaps between religion and science.

A growing body of scientific evidence suggests that faith brings health. People who attend religious services have a lower risk of dying in any one period than those who don’t. People who believe in a loving God fare better after the diagnosis of an illness than people who believe in a punitive God.

Neil Krause (University of Michigan), study of 1,500 people from 1997. His research shows that those people who give help fare better than those who receive it * It is more blessed to give than to receive Acts 20:35    Also found that people who maintain a sense of gratitude for what’s going right in their lives have reduced incidence of depression, itself a predicator / indicator of health. Also:  people who believe their lives have meaning live longer than those who don’t.


Robert Hummer (University of Texas), study group of subjects from 1992. Those who never go to church have twice the risk of dying only given period than those who go once a week.  

Dr. Andrew Newberg, (prof of radiology, psychology and religious studies University of Pennsylvania), described a cancer patient whose tumours shrank when he was given an experimental drug, grew back again when he learned that the drug was ineffective in other patients, then shrank again when his doctor administered sterile water but said it was a more powerful version of the medication. The US Food and Drug administration ultimately declared the drug ineffective and the patient died.  

(called Placebo effect:   well known fact - What you believe affects cells of the body)
Believing in a cure leads to real bodily changes.     
How did the information come? Through words of Doc, or spoken by somebody else, or from radio/TV. or from reading. =  heard it in their mind as they read the words off a piece of paper. Thinking is speaking words to yourself.  When you are reading, you are mentally ‘hearing’ the words you are seeing in your mind. = speaking them to yourself. 

Prov 18:21

Life and death are in the tongue– in the sound the tongue makes.
You are composing the words into a sentence and speaking it mentally. That’s why if you mis-read a word you will get the wrong meaning of a statement or a sentence. You have given a word the wrong sound in your mind, and your mind now thinks that word means something else.  This is probably what being dyslexic is: Mixing up the characters of a word and thinking (saying it to yourself) with the wrong sound. 

Example: If you read ‘confound’ instead of ‘compound’ it can completely alter the meaning of a sentence. 

Once you have spoken it to yourself incorrectly, you cannot recover the meaning without going back and reading it again correctly. 

God has so designed it that we use words. Words can heal us, words can kill us.  

God gave humans power over the tongue. Not just sounds but Language, grammar, syntax. The power to speak. God knows power of speaking. Genesis says he made everything by the power of his word. 

If these things are in the tongue then .. in words.(the tongue deals in words)

If … in words then … in thoughts. (Thoughts are made of words & pictures)

If … in thoughts then …. in my concepts, daydreams, imaginings of all kinds.

Life and death are in the tongue   Note Only 2 categories – Life / Death. 
No in between – no neutral area. Either one or other.    
Substitute (helpful)  -  ‘Health and Prosperity or disease and failure’

Life and death = Health and Prosperity or disease and failure, in words. 

HOW CAN I TELL?
Easy to know which when a blessing or curse spoken, But when it’s not obvious? 
Avenues of Thinking 

Recognise them by the Avenue of Thinking that words lead us along. Only two kinds of words & only 2 kinds of Avenues of Thought. At any one time, U either walk down the one or the other.  Let’s put names to the thoughts so that we can recognise the avenue:

One is called the Avenue of Faith, the other is called the Avenue of Fear

Could it be that people who go to church accidentally get it touch with this secret just by being exposed to one thing: the word of faith. They accidentally find themselves on the Avenue of Faith. It does you good just 2 B exposed to words of faith. Keeps devil of sickness at bay. 


God wants you to not just accidentally find yourself of the Avenue of Thinking called Faith but to aggressively walk down the Avenue of Doing called Faith (faith w/o works is dead Jam2:2)  God wants U to walk in Faith to operating in faith & to understand it’s a Life & Death issue. You are either walking in Faith or by default U are walking in Fear. 


Faith releases the power of God. Faith releases the power of belief. 

Fear releases the power of satan. Fear releases the power of unbelief. 

Faith is like the copper wing in electric cables. Unbelief is like having wood for wiring. It is not a good conductor. For God’s power to flow, you need the copper wiring of faith. 


God has designed U so that if operate in faith you operate in the power of Life, which includes health. When you operate in fear you draw to yourself the power of unbelief and death, and it dilutes, compromises, countermands and works against all the goodness that God has built into you. 

God wants U to take up power to defeat disease when you begin to operate in faith. 

everything that does not come from faith is sin.  Rom 14:23

Without faith it’s impossible to please God. Heb 11:6
A merry heart is like medicine.  Prov 17:22
HEALTH    
Diet & Exercise  …   25%



Word of Life ……...   75%

Read the word of God = does you good. 
Act on the word = compound interest on goodness. Doorway to miraculous

Choice
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‘You must be born again’

= spirit brought alive by spirit of God

To enter K of H  ~ not b/c family tians – or christened – or go to church 

but must be born again

Spirit gives birth to spirit  John 3:6

.. not intellectual assent --- not just good idea

  God has to begin something -- God has to light a fire

Phil 1:6  He who began a good work in you will complete 

YOU HAVE THE CHOICE
God has given U free will.

He want s none to perish   2 Pet 3:9
Trapped

People on the street..   look trapped.
Trapped = no options
You can be trapped in poverty
You can be trapped in a relationship, in a job

You can be trapped by being overweight

You can be trapped by poor eyesight, 

You can be trapped by poor health

You can be trapped in sin and the consequence of bad decisions

You can feel trapped by a habit 
but you can never be trapped into unbelief. 

Nobody is ever forced to say ‘there is no God.’

No matter what tyranny you are living under 

No matter what pagan system is all around you

Nobody can force you to say in your heart ‘there is no God.’

THAT IS YOUR CHOICE

It is yours!
Nobody goes to hell because of sin

But because they reject Jesus - who saved men from their sin

John 3:16     John 16:9
Jesus has paid for every sin you ever committed or can ever commit. 2,000 years ago, long before you ever had chance to make a mistake. God is not angry at you for sin. His wrath was poured out upon his son, and the bible says Jesus paid the price for sin in full, once for all, and that man’s sins are no longer imputed to them (counted against). 
2Cor 5:17
You don’t SIN your way into hell. You REJECT your way into hell. 

Nobody forces you to reject Jesus. 


THAT IS YOUR CHOICE

God has given you free will
He will defend your right to choose His gift.    Psa 89:34

God’s will does not automatically come to pass

You have to co-operate with him. 

2Pet 3:9

not willing that  any should perish

Mat 7:14

Broad gate wide road Many will enter therein. Small gate and Narrow road – few will find it. 

Lords prayer Mat 6 

Your will be done on earth as in heaven

Windows of opportunity
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Eph 3:20  Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,

If you’re not moving in the supernatural, you’re moving in the superficial.

Isa 55:6  Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near.

Luk 18:37  Jesus was passing by.

There is a window of opportunity.

There comes a time in life when the investment you have made in your belief system - in scientology, in witchcraft, in Buddha or just in the world system - is too great to set aside. There can come a day when it’s no longer possible to repent. To change your mind. Sometimes it’s too costly to change your mind. It costs too much in loss of face. And it’s not just the cost to you. If you have been opinionated then it’s the cost to all the people who have been influenced by you. You may have broadcast that you come back as an animal or a Thetan on another level or simply that there is no God. And you have supported others when they said such things. And if you live long enough there will come a day when some of those you have influenced are dead. Now you cannot undo what has been said, the stand that has been taken. 
Relatives and friends, workmates and passers by. 

I had a friend. When I became a Christian, he was my special friend, my best friend and I loved him dearly. I once said to him: ‘I don’t want to get to heaven and find you are not there!’ or something like it. And he used to say things to me like: ‘I don’t understand what has happened to you’, but whatever it is, it’s good!’

I wanted him to believe and for a while he seemed to be receptive to the gospel. I should add that he was a staunch advocate of all things scientific and he lauded intelligence and scowled upon stupidity. He believed man had an intrinsic ability to overcome and to rise. 

He believed what I told him but in the end, my testimony all turned upon God touching me, upon me submitting my will to God. 

What finally put the nail in the coffin of his receptiveness to the gospel was Genesis. One day he asked me outright: ‘The book of Genesis says that God created everything in 6 days. Do you believe that?’ 
I thought about it and replied: ‘I know that some people think the 6 days symbolises a longer period of time – 6 thousand years or 6 billion years - but I just believe if God is God he could have made it in 6 minutes if He wanted to. Genesis says 6 days and I don’t have a problem with that.’ 

‘Okay’ he said, ‘just wanted to get that straight.’ And that was it. 

We never discussed it meaningfully again and our conversations became increasingly frosty from then on. It contaminated everything, polluted every aspect of our relationship – my stupid belief in the words in the bible.  
Genesis says that God made it in 6 days. The fact is that nobody else was there except God. There were no other witnesses to report just how it all came about. Later God himself told Moses to write it down. (Moses is believed to be the author of the first 5 books of the bible). And so Genesis say that God took 6 days to create the heavens and the earth – the universe. This realm we live in.


A prudent man acts out of knowledge.  Prov 13:16

Fin:    >>>  Make sure they know:

All sin has been dealt with. 


You can’t sin yourself into hell – only reject the gift of the Lord Jesus.

Rom 10:13  "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."
Etc:

Andyology:

Don’t let people rent space in your mind

You can’t sin your salvation away – only reject it.

You can’t be tempted by what you don’t think

Your attitude determines your altitude

If you’re not moving in the supernatural, you’re moving in the superficial.

Eph 3:20  Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,

I got faith 
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Gonna be baptized in belief, receive a baptism of belief.

The world baptizes you in unbelief & godlessness but in church we’re going to be immersed in belief. 
BELIEF. If U believe then you have faith (definition).  
U cannot believe w/o faith & U cannot have faith w/o belief. So Belief & Faith are interchangeable concepts.

I got faith – I got belief. I’m a believer. I’ve seen God – heard God – felt God. 

‘I’ve seen a God who I can’t se - ‘I’ve heard a God who I can’t hear

‘I’ve touched a God who I can’t feel  ?????????????
HOW?  With my 5 senses – see, hear, touch, smell, taste. NO. 

Yet I have heard God. How?

With my spirit I have heard Him and with my spirit I believe. 

I believe I have heard him. I have the faith that I have heard him. 

I must have 6th sense.  Or maybe I slip into a Fourth Dimension   
b/c I cannot hear him w my senses.  Bible says about being ba of the spirit.


What do U say. We spend an hour in church getting faith & belief, and then wash it down with a weeks’ worth of unbelief. Un-faith, Un-God, ungodliness. TV programs look at death from every which way possible. Baptises me in fear, death, greed & murder. Hear people deny God, make fun of Him. 

HOW can I keep faith?  Exercise. – by reading the WORD!
Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God. Rom 10:17

Baptism of belief comes by hearing.  Baptism of unbelief comes by hearing. 

Faith is like a muscle. If you are born again God has given U a new muscle. It’s the same for everybody Rom 12:3. 


I got faith. bible says w/o faith I can’t please God but w faith I can move a mountain. 
Bible says w faith I can be a channel thru which divine power flows. 

Problem: when I pray for folk they often don’t get healed – why? 
How come it doesn’t work like bible says? 
Is it b/c I don’t have enough faith? Again the bible says every tian has been gifted the measure of faith (Rom 12:3) 


NO ---------
Power flows along lines of Authority. 
God’s power flows along line of God’s Authority. What He has ordained or what has been submitted to Him. God’s power can be obstructed or stopped by an opposing Authority (that has legal right) ------- flow interrupted.  

For Ex: I have free will. That is a legal right. 

God is not going to ride rough shod over my free will b/c He has given it 2 me. 
I have to submit the Authority I have over myself to Him.

Faith is a like conduit – a channel thru which the power of God can flow. Unbelief is like a pile of mud & silt that blocks up the channel. {Rockslide. Dam}


The power of God can only flow in the RIGHT direction & only in the RIGHT channel. It can’t flow back to God, just away from Him & I can’t  construct a special flow of it for my advantage.  I’ve got to get in the flow. 

The flow is along lines of Authority. That means God has made it so your mom & dad have authority over U. Whether they are good parents or bad. Doesn’t mean God approves of them, it just means that is the way the flow works.  

Most times some measure of faith has to be present in the person receiving prayer. 

It flows out from God. It’s the power of God and it flows along the lines of Authority that He has established.

It cannot flow where another A is sovereign and in opposition. 

Ex Jesus could not do miracles b/c of unbelief Mat 13

Even Jesus (w pure faith) was constrained in effectiveness by unbelief 
This is why U cannot claim healing over someone who is not under you’re Authority, not unless God has specifically given a word for them.

If a person gives you A U can declare it on their behalf. 


Luk 7 raising a dead man


Definition: Healing = the divine restoration of the body.

The Authority of the believer 

What do you do when you pray healing over somebody, when you have faith that God has heard, when you are able to believe it so much so that you declare to people – ‘there is going to be a divine healing in this case!’ 
But in the end you don’t see it. It doesn’t happen. What do you do? 

You were expecting God to do a miracle and He didn’t. You expected the person to be healed, and even made plans for what you were going to do when they were healed. But it never happened. They weren’t healed. 

What do you do?

The question you need to answer is the question of authority. Did you have authority over that person for healing?’ 

If the person requiring healing is a son or daughter, or a dependent living with you or in your employment or a slave (as the Roman Centurion’s was) in any way 

(When I use the term ’healer’ I mean the one through whom the healing power of God flows, not the one with the power, but the agent. The ‘healer’ is meant to identify the one representing the power of God) 

When a person comes to you for healing, that is a token of their submission to you as a healer. If they are sincere in coming for healing (not just coming to poke fun at U) then straight away they grant an authority to the healer 

‘Healing’ doesn’t mean healing after death – We are all healed of the things that afflict the body when the body is no more. That is not a right use of the word healing. Healing means divine restoration of the body under the influence and power of the creator God. Healing is a supernatural occurrence, not a natural thing like death. Healing is something that cannot be explained inside of the natural realm.


Faith is the substance of things. Things have a name. may also have length and breadth and smell and feel and sound, but always a name. 

Or do you say well healing doesn’t work any more. 
All that was just for the first century. As many teach. 

The world baptizes in all forms of ungodliness – murder of the unborn child, homosexuality, adultery, fornications – It says these are harmless, will bring no sanction, no shame, no trouble. But the bible says these things bring down trouble on the houses of those who do it. 

Power flows along lines of Authority. Some I have control,, most not. Channels ordained by God.

It’s the power of God and it flows along the lines of Authority that He has established (or some times that He individually says it can flow).
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Jeff Lynne used to say jokingly ‘I’ll be glad when I’m fed up of this!’ It was a group joke. 

And when you can say to that thing that afflicts you: 

‘I’ll be glad when I don’t like this!’ 
When you can look him square in the face and admit you like him today but there’s going to come a day you won’t like him any more. And when that day comes you are going to rejoice and be glad. 

That is the first point on the road to your deliverance. 
Admitting that you do what you do because you like it. Whether its smoking, eating too much, swearing or getting angry all the while; whatever has gotten hold of you, you have to admit that you do it because you like it. Then you are ready to call on God’s help: 

‘God I like this. Help me to stop doing it and to stop liking it. 
I’m in some kind of rebellion against you and against myself. I want to stop doing it but I like it.’
Religiosity can kill you

A Christian man once said to me ‘I must decrease and He must increase.’ (John 3:30)

That man committed suicide. 

Healing

It’s a lot more attractive to be divinely healed than it is to have bits cut from you or have parts of you subjected to nuclear radiations. It’s infinitely preferable to be healed. People have no logical reason not to ask for healing. The reason why people don’t reach for it or expect it to happen is simply because they don’t believe it. They don’t think it works. 


Age of the Holy Spirit


This is the age of the Holy Spirit’s presence in the earth .

Only symbology used is that of a dove. That is why only unpardonable sin is sinning against the HS

Bitterness, anger, clamour grieve the HS (Eph 4:31). Kindness, forgiveness, tenderness pleases.

HS = the Spirit of Truth, His function includes to lead and guide us into all truth. He is also called 
the Spirit of Wisdom, the Spirit of Understanding, the Spirit of Knowledge, the Spirit of Judgement.

Described as God’s wind. When it blows, all tians Rx the msg. 

Metaphor of wind: wind is felt, not seen. Can be powerful or gentle.

HS was sent to the world. Convict of sin, righteousness and judgement. (John 16:8-11)

Comes into tian when born again. Some filled to overflowing. Visible, obvious. Others not outward sign.

YIC: HS = The Fourth Dimension. New power after the HS comes upon you. 

HS comes in 3 levels.  With us (conviction of sin), In us (new birth),  On us (in fullness).

The HS is the administrator of the love of God and grace of the Lord Jesus. 

Partnership. Board meeting every morning, lunch, tea, bedtime.

That’s a great msg U gave tonight HS! I was really blessed!

Mark 6, Matt 14, John 6
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AW this week

Hardness of heart = heart not sensitive to God.

Cold, insensitive, unfeeling, unyielding. 

Ex Mark 6

Apostles were sore amazed & wondered at Jesus walking on the water 
Why not – how amazing!


but very next verse says

‘For they considered not the miracle of the loaves & their heart were hardened. b/c they had not understood the loaves & fishes’.

They were so surprised to see this, 

If you are shocked to see Gods power – 

If you are surprised, gob smacked… 

If you are amazed then that is the first time you have believed. 

When your healing comes, are you just gob smacked, or do you just smile and say thank you God. 
I’m trying to get to a point where when I pray for a miracle, and I get it. So that when it happens I don’t go to shouting and hooting it up. I just receive it with thanks in my heart. 
You see if I am amazed, if I throw my arms into the air, if I scream that is the first time I have believed. I didn’t really believe for the miracle I was asking for until it happened. I had a hard heart. 

Should be normal.  
The world should throw a party, the ‘tian should receive it with calm thanks 
If U pray for a healing, & have somebody agree with you, & You believe. Then U go back to the doctor and he says it’s got worse. For most of us that is what we expected to happen. We asked for it but didn’t really expect it. 



But now If we go back and the doctor says can’t find any trace of it, must have been a mistake, you are completely okay. And then we begin crying and shouting and falling to our knees and praising god then that is the first time we have believed. Our reaction proves we didn’t really believe it before. 
If that is your response then you have a HH. 


The scripture says the apostles were amazed b/c they had a hardened heart. 

It doesn’t mean you are a God hater. Those people do have a hardened heart but here in Mark 6 Jesus was talking about the apostles. 
According to scripture, if you relate easier to the natural than to the super natural, then U have a hardened heart. If you approach your problems from the natural perspective rather than the supernatural, then you have a HN of H. 
If the doctor says U have a lump, and your instinctive response is to begin asking him ‘well can U cut it out for me, can U do something to help me? Is there a procedure or a pill I can take, is there something U can do for me? 
It’s not wrong to do those things – but if that is your FIRST Line of defence, then that shows that you never had a touch of God or else you have grown insensitive to him. You 

r 
There should be no difference to your response whether the doc diagnosis is that you have cancer or have a cold! 

Prov 23:7
As a man thinks in his heart so is he. 


In your heart – what you meditate on –  what has penetrated 

what has got to the innermost part.

Isa 59 
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God doesn’t love you any less if you are living an unholy life.

And he doesn’t love you any more if you are living a holy life.

God’s love is not based upon your performance, 
but upon what Jesus has done. 

You are further away from God when you think you are holy. 
You are closer to God when you know you are unholy. 

Luk 18


Isa 59:1-2

Surely the arm of the LORD is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear. 2  But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.

Sin keeps YOU apart from God. It doesn’t keep God apart from you. 


Christians will tell you that….

1  God can’t fellowship with you if you are unholy.  

2  sin caused man to be separated from God.  

3  man was thrown out of the Garden of Eden because of sin.

4  if U are out of fellowship with God it is because He is angry with U. 
(U don’t feel able to worship or pray… God has withdrawn from U). 

No matter what you are doing, God is still broadcasting his goodness. 
He might ‘feel’ far away… But he love’s you just the same. 
The difference is if you are walking in darkness you are not able to respond to his promptings. You have turned the volume down on your Rx so you are not sure of the msg you are getting…
God still has a plan for your life - to get you out of the fix you are in. 
But if you are operating in any sort of darkness - fear, negativity, unforgiveness 

it’s as if your receiver is faulty, damaged. 
You are not able to clearly hear the instructions which he is sending. 

the leads and the prompting – the help out of the fix you are in. 

If you are operating in any kind of darkness – fear, sin, negativity, bitterness, unforgiveness - an attitude of fear instead of an attitude of faith.
It’s as if your receiver has been sabotaged, and in a way, it has. Each time you think a dark thought the volume of your transponder gets turned down. You find that you are not able to hear so clearly from God. Why is that? Maybe it’s because God in His wisdom has placed something inside you that interferes with your antenna and causes the reception to go faint or switch off even when you are not standing in faith. 

(This is so important to understand). 
Otherwise you can blame God and so compound your sin. --

If you believe that God will not fellowship with you then the next question is why? You may believe that you know why, or you may be not sure why. If you don’t know what it could be then you begin to imagine that it’s because of something God has seen fit to keep from you and that when He’s good and ready, He’ll tell you what it is. 
So all the responsibility to act is on God and not on you. 


The first thing to do is to stop blaming God.


Number

Jesus died for your sin. He did not die for your unbelief, 
Anybody can feel trapped by sin, by the consequences of past mistakes, 
but nobody is ever trapped by unbelief  
Nobody is ever forced to say in their heart 'there is no God.' 

Water Baptism
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Water baptism is a symbolic burial, by which the new Christian publicly declares they have died, and are now beginning a new life, in Christ. 

Water baptism is a statement of faith and a sign of change - a change so drastic that the old person is "buried." It is not a way to obtain acceptance or good standing with God, -  as such it is worthless. 


For Your Benefit
Water baptism outwardly demonstrates what has happened inwardly. It helps you to grasp the reality of the spiritual truth that the old "you" has died. 
Water baptism is only as important as you believe it to be. It is not something we must do to impress God, but something to impress on our mind what happened inwardly. Water baptism is for our benefit -- not God's. 


Meaning Of The Word Baptize
Baptize is the English form of a Greek word which means to IMMERSE – the Greek BAPTIZEIN.  Baptizein was a daily household word used whenever the idea of total submergence was to be expressed, whether literally or metaphorically. However, in English, ‘baptize’ has other connotations and the word baptize or baptism is used in the Bible to refer to things other than water baptism. 


Clean Break With The Past
Water baptism is your public declaration and confession of faith - a public burial of the old life. By being baptized in water you are saying that you have died to sin, selfishness, and the world's ways. By being baptized you are in effect saying goodbye to your old self, and saying hello to a new creation who is IN Christ Jesus. Water baptism makes a clean break with the past, a point of separation, dividing the old from the new. It says the past ‘you’ is buried and the new ‘you’ has risen. 

Jesus' Baptism
Jesus was baptized in water by John the Baptist. (Matt 3:16, Mark 1:9) He was, and is, our pattern. And, in a sense, He was, at that point, dying to His past life. Jesus was declaring that He was dead to any selfishness and existed solely to do the will of the Father God. 


A Picture Sermon
Water baptism pictures the burial and resurrection of Christ. In baptism, we demonstrate to ourselves and the world that we are identified with Christ. It is an acknowledgement that the person being immersed is indeed a Christian believer. 

So, all who baptize should question converts, just as Philip did in Acts 8:37, to be sure of their commitment to Christ, before immersing them in water. Only those who accept the Lordship of Jesus Christ should be baptized in water. 


Which form Of words?
Matt 28:19 NKJ:  "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

Acts 2:38 NKJ:  Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Claiming that certain words must be said at the time of water baptism, or that only certain special people can baptize you in water, makes water baptism into a magical rite -- a work of man trying to be right with God. 

The words spoken by the person baptizing you will not save you, or condemn you. Water baptism is not some magic ritual to make you right with God. Even if no words are spoken over you during baptism, it is still a picture of burial and resurrection. Specific words are not what is important, but the attitudes and faith of the people involved. 


Must You Be Baptized To Be Saved?
Luke 23:43, records of one of the criminals crucified with Jesus acknowledging Him as Lord: And Jesus said to him, "Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise."  Jesus told hi m he was saved, even though he was not baptized in water. 

Also, in Acts 10:44-48, Cornelius' household became believers, received the Holy Spirit, and began speaking in tongues, before being baptized in water. According to Jesus (John 7:38-39, Mark 16:17), receiving the Holy Spirit happens only to those who are believers, and therefore saved. 

If water baptism was necessary for salvation, then salvation would partly be by works, and not by grace. But salvation is not a physical transaction and is not dependent on water baptism, or any physical act. 

Some denominational confusion arises from a belief that every mention in Scripture of the word baptize refers to water -- which is not true. 

Baptism in water is not necessary for salvation, but is foundational and  beneficial for the believer. 


Summary
The main points to remember about water baptism are: 

* It does not make you a Christian, or right with God. It is only a symbolic act with no power to save you. 

* It is a testimony of what has already happened inwardly -- the death of the old life. 

* Certain formulas of words are not vital. 

* It is complete immersion into water. 

* It is best done publicly. 

* It should be done only by someone old enough to understand what they are doing. 

* It should be done only by those who have received the Lord Jesus Christ and are committed to Him. 


Should you be baptized in water? Yes, if you understand clearly what you are doing, and sincerely mean what baptism signifies. Otherwise, you should not be baptized in water, because it will do you no good whatsoever. Water baptism could even harm you by giving you false hope. 

Clouds of thick darkness surround him.  Psa 97

Jesus said The words I speak to you are spirit and life . (John 6:63)
NOT the words I spoke to you…

Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word (Rom 10:17) 

NOT faith comes by having heard… 

God has so arranged that these passages come to us in the present tense. 
For the virtue in the word is eternally in the present ,not the past. It’s value and its utility is like the manna that fell down each morning. If you tried to eat it the next day it would make you sick. For the Word of God is eternally in the present tense. 
The word for you today is a fresh word, it’s a new word, it’s not the same as last year’s word, although it will not argue with it either. 

Mom used to say ‘I’m not a very good Christian.’ If she were here today I would have to tell her that I believe if you are a Christian, you are in Christ, full stop! There is no such thing as a ‘good’ or ‘bad’ Christian. I don’t care how ‘good’ or ‘bad’ you think you are, If you are born again, that’s good enough. 



Prov 13:16

Every prudent man acts out of knowledge. 


That means that assuming I do not behave foolishly, I will act on what I know. What I am sure of.  What I have confidence in. 

I will act on what works for me. 
That becomes what I believe. 
People don’t believe in God b/c God has never worked for them. They‘ve never given him the chance to! They don’t know it works! 
Do you know you will act upon and you will believe in what works for you.

What you believe forms your knowledge base and

Every prudent man acts out of knowledge. 
(deals with knowledge - KJV)

Q1  Do you know God?. 

This is why you cannot declare healing over someone else the same as you can over yourself.  You can never be sure of the knowledge somebody else is acting in. You can declare it until you are blue in the face, but if they have no personal revelation of it, nothing will happen except you will have egg on your face and people will say ‘Look, it doesn’t work!’ If you have declared it to somebody who is unable to walk in that knowledge, you have declared in vain. How many know that Wishful Thinking doesn’t work. Me saying it has no power beyond opening the revelation.

In my opinion You should never presume somebody else 
you are unable to believe it, it won’t work for them. 
They can only act in what 
A man can only act out of the knowledge revealed to him

A man can only see as far as the light that has been given to him. 

Q2  How well do you know God?
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