Everything can change in the blink of an eye. But don’t worry God doesn’t blink.


14 Dec 2009

Christians keep saying its OK

Remarks from CBS Sunday Morning - Ben Stein 

The following was written by Ben Stein and recited by him on CBS Sunday Morning Commentary. 

My confession: I am a Jew, and every single one of my ancestors was Jewish.  And it does not bother me even a little bit when people call those beautiful lit up, bejeweled trees, Christmas trees.  I don't feel threatened.  I don't feel discriminated against. That's what they are, Christmas trees. 

It doesn't bother me a bit when people say, 'Merry Christmas' to me.  I dont think they are slighting me or getting ready to put me in a ghetto.  In fact, I kind of like it .  It shows that we are all brothers and sisters celebrating this happy time of year. It doesn't bother me at all that there is a manger scene on display at a key intersection near my beach house in Malibu  .  If people want a creche, it's just as fine with me as is the Menorah a few hundred yards away. 

I don't like getting pushed around for being a Jew, and I don't think Christians like getting pushed around for being Christians.  I think people who believe in God are sick and tired of getting pushed around, period.  I have no idea where the concept came from, that America is an explicitly atheist country.  I can't find it in the Constitution and I don't like it being shoved down my throat.  

Or maybe I can put it another way: where did the idea come from that we should worship celebrities and we aren't allowed to worship God as we understand Him?  I guess that's a sign that I'm getting old, too.  But there are a lot of us who are wondering where these celebrities came from and where the America we knew went to.  In light of the many jokes we send to one another for a laugh, this is a little different:  This is not intended to be a joke; it's not funny, it's intended to get you thinking. 

Billy Graham's daughter was interviewed on the Early Show and Jane Clayson asked her 'How could God let something like this happen?' (regarding Hurricane Katrina)..  Anne Graham gave an extremely profound and insightful response.  She said, 'I believe God is deeply saddened by this, just as we are, but for years we've been telling God to get out of our schools, to get out of our government and to get out of our lives.  And being the gentleman He is, I believe He has calmly backed out.  How can we expect God to give us His blessing and His protection if we demand He leave us alone?'  

In light of recent events.... terrorists attack, school shootings, etc  I think it started when Madeleine Murray O'Hare (she was murdered, her body found a few years ago) complained she didn't want prayer in our schools, and we said OK.  Then someone said you better not read the Bible in school.  The Bible says thou shalt not kill; thou shalt not steal, and love your neighbor as yourself.  And we said OK. 

Then Dr Benjamin Spock said we shouldn't spank our children when they misbehave, because their little personalities would be warped and we might damage their self-esteem (Dr. Spock's son committed suicide).  We said an expert should know what he's talking about.  And we said okay. 

Now we're asking ourselves why our children have no conscience, why they don’t know right from wrong, and why it doesn't bother them to kill strangers, their classmates, and themselves.

Probably, if we think about it long and hard enough, we can figure it out.  I think it has a great deal to do with 'WE REAP WHAT WE SOW.' 

Funny how simple it is for people to trash God and then wonder why the worlds going to hell.  Funny how we believe what the newspapers say, but question what the Bible says.  Funny how you can send 'jokes' through e-mail and they spread like wildfire, but when you start sending messages regarding the Lord people think twice about sharing.  Funny how lewd, crude, vulgar and obscene articles pass freely through cyberspace, but public discussion of God is suppressed in the school and workplace. 

Are you laughing yet? 

Funny how when you forward this message, you will not send it to many on your address list because you're not sure what they believe, or what they will think of you for sending it. 

Funny how we can be more worried about what other people think of us than what God thinks of us. 
Pass it on if you think it has merit. 

If not, then just discard it... no one will know you did.  But, if you discard this thought process, don't sit back and complain about what bad shape the world is in.   

My Best Regards,  Honestly and respectfully, 

Ben Stein 

IT ISN’T AUTOMATIC.


Some people are angry because there is a God and things are not right.
Some people are angry because they don’t believe there is a God and those who say there is should either make things right or shut up. 

Some people are angry because for them there is no God and nothing means anything. They are the ones with every right to be angry. Actually they have every right to be anything they want. It might as well be angry. 

All of these reactions to what life throws at us are based upon one central fact:

If there is a God he must (by virtue of what the word ‘God’ means) be in control of everything that happens in His creation. This is because I cannot conceive of a God who could allow His God-ness to prevail in one part of creation but not in another. He must be in control of all. Or to be more correct, I cannot think of how it could be otherwise. 

But what do the scriptures teach?
They declare that God has ownership of all creation. That God gave dominion over the earth to mankind. That God is in control of anything and everything on earth that WE give Him control over. 
It isn’t automatic. - If we do nothing, the default condition applies, and the default is for satan – the enemy of your soul – to control the affairs of men. (That should be obvious when we look around).

Yet the fact is God is still working and influencing men’s hearts for good. Through men of good will he has helped us to prevail through the curse of facism, through the curse of communism, through the curse of the nuclear threat, and as yet through the curse of Islamic terrorism. These things have come against the whole world but they have not prevailed. 


God is still working for good, and we can thank him for His influence on the affairs of men even if personally, we do not subscribe to a belief in Him, we still benefit from His grace and mercy. The fact is the sun shines on the righteous and the unrighteous. 

The scriptures teach and illustrate that God’s will does not permeate everything automatically. That is not because He is not able to. But because He is covenanted to allow the will of men to prevail over the earth. 

We say that God can fix anything. That He has a solution fo every problem that assails us. That is true. But we must add the rider: It isn’t automatic. God is not going to fix things on our behalf just because we went to church Sunday and had a goose bump go up our back. God wants to operate on our behalf but He can only do so in those things that we submit to His will. im in that area. He doesn’t have authority to barge in start doing things against our will. We have to say ‘I have decided I want to do this thing your way. I ask you to help me in this.’ The bottom line is He has given us free will. 

He has not allowed the nuclear threat to become real – for 42 years we lived under the fear of the nuclear winter. He has not allowed the terrorist to prevail, though they would dearly like to annihilate us they have not been able to.

This is how it goes… 
If there is a God then He must be in control of everything. 
If He is in control of everything, He is to blame for suffering and war. 
So God must be bad and as this is unthinkable, there cannot be a God. 
Or on the other hand… There is a God, but as He obviously has a viscous streak, I want nothing to do with him. Both these extremes are predicated on the assumption that God is in control of everything.  

The bible says there is a God. And this God gave us the record of Himself and in that record He declares that He is the creator and owner of everything (Psa 115:16) but He gave CONTROL of the earth over to man (Gen 1:28) – ‘dominion’ is what it is called. The bible says that man then gave that dominion to satan by submitting to his will (Gen 3:1). Nevertheless, God will not go back on what He has promised (Psa 89:34) – He calls it a ‘covenant.’ The authority granted to man still stands and the dominion over the earth given by man to satan, still stands. So in THIS world, God is NOT in absolute control. The Lord’s prayer (Matt 6) alludes to this when it says ‘Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.’ No one doubts that God’s will is all that is done in heaven, but the prayer accepts the fact that God’s will is not automatically done on earth. That could not be if God was in control of everything!  


The bible makes many statements illustrating the fact that God is NOT in control of this world – for example He say ‘He is not willing for any to perish’ (2 Pet 3:9) yet Jesus himself made the prophecy that most will perish (Mat 7:14). How can that be if He is in absolute control? No, God is at the top of the food chain. He is the creator and He is sovereign (that means He is the highest law making authority). He can influence the thoughts and actions of men by the power of His holy spiriit. But He is only in control of those things on earth that man submits to His control. The default condition is that satan has control over the earth. And Satan was granted that dominion by man. Satan is the default power and he automatically has control if we do not deliberately submit to the creator God. 
In whatever we submit to God, satan loses control over us in that area. 

No, God is not in control of everything. The bible does not say that or illustrate that. That is a folk belief promoted by a church system, which has left believers helpless and impotent before a religious God who can visit upon them all the evil of this fallen world and have them call it from God, and even have them submit to it believing it to be for for a redemptive purpose, but it is a lie of the devil. It is not in scripture. God has immeasurable good planned for everybody. He says I’ll show you what I’m made of - I sent a part of me to die for you while you were still bad-mouthing me. That’s how much I love you! (Rom 5) ‘God commends His love to us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.’  

to pastors pen


The bible says the creator God gave us a record of Himself and in the record He declares He is the owner of all that He has made but that He has given us CONTROL over the earth (Gen 1:28) He uses the word ‘dominion’ over all the earth.  (God’s highest creation)

God gave mankind free will and mad submitted it to the devil along with all he possesses 
’s will does not automatically come to pass in
But it does not mean His law is abided by. Man has made his own law, and bases his rules upon his own inetrpretation of a world apart from God. 


The traditional church teaches that God responds to what I do. 
So for example, if I do something good and then something good happens to me, traditional Christianity will say it is because God is pleased with me. To follow the logic through, God sees my good act and responds by sending good fortune, or in some way orchestrating a benefit to me. 
Most people believe this, Yet this is totally upside down! 

The fact is that God has already responded to the predicament of mankind by sending Jesus. He did not respond to the predicament of ONE man but to that of all men. And because he has responded, because He has provided the solution to the predicament of His creation man, He is not in the business of responding to what his creation now does. God is not responding to what you do, whether it is good or bad.  


God does not respond to you or me or to anybody. 

He is permanently radiating His goodness upon His creation. His power is permanently being broadcast and if I do something good then it doesn’t cause God to react but it simply makes ME more able to tune in to what He is already broadcasting. 
He has already provided everything. 
God is in his sabbath rest. Now resting does not mean He is not working, and it does not mean he has to lie down because He is exhausted. 
God is not resting because He is exhausted. He is resting because it is complete and finished. 

He is resting in the fact that in Jesus He has provided everything for our well-being -spiritually, emotionally and physically. The only thing He has not redeemed us from is the persecution of other men.  You have victory over the devil, over the curse of living in a fallen world, from the curses spoken over generations that went before you, from the curse of sickness and disease, from the penalty of sin.  

What is the difference? The difference is in the way you ask. 

If I don’t understand this, then I am always pleading with God to do something for me. I’m always asking Him to heal me when his word says ‘by His stripes you were healed’ (past tense). I’m trying to manipulate Him to release His power over me when the word says the power that raised Jesus from the dead has been given to all believers. Instead of thanking God and praising Him for what He has provided, by my question I am saying He hasn’t provided it when the word says He has. 
I’m trying to get Him to do what the word says He has already done, and in doing so I’m actually insulting Him by inferring that hasn’t done anything. 

But also, I am saying that my blessing is the direct result of my performance. That is, God blesses me because I am good. I have earned it. That is a works mentality and that will block the blessing of God in your life; it is the very thing that St Paul came against in much of his writings. 
God has already provided every blessing by grace. Before I was ever born, He provided it. That’s His grace. The minute I start to relate God’s blessing to anything I do, I have just voided His grace. I have made the manifestation of God’ blessing in my life proportional to what I do.  


Faith is my response to what God has already provided by grace. 
Faith is what I need to appropriate what is available to me through the victory of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Messianic Psalms 

These are the most famous of the prophetic Psalms. There are about thirteen in all. Luke 24:44 shows us clearly that there are Messianic Psalms. There can be direct and indirect Messianic Psalms. In the indirect Messianic Psalm the historical background can be found in David but does show some of Christ. Psalm 41, and 109 speak of the betrayal of Christ. Although Ahithophil was the traitor who partially fulfilled David's prediction in 41, this passage also applies to Judas. This is proved by Christ's use of it the night He was betrayed. John 13:18 Psalm 109 is quoted by Peter at the election of Maatthias. The psalm may point to an event, or person so ordered by the providence of God as to bring out God's eternal purpose in Christ. 

The direct messianic Psalms have no previous historical background. John Calvin believed that there were 110. The prophets did not always speak to their own times. Psalm 2 may have no direct relation to David. There is also what some have called Mystical Messianic Psalms. Psalm 16, 40. Psalm 40:6-8 is quoted in Hebrews 10:5 as referring to Christ. There are incidents in the life of Israel which are summarised in Christ. The experience of a Godly person is sometimes stated as a representative Israelite


OT REFERENCE PROPHECY N.T. FULFILLMENT 

Gen. 3:15 Victory over Satan Col. 2:15 
Ps. 16:9-10 The Messiah would not see corruption Acts 2:27,31; 13:35 
Ps. 22:1 Christ forsaken Mt. 27:46; Mk. 15:34 
Ps. 22:7-8 Messiah mocked and ridiculed Lk. 23:35 
Ps. 22:16 Piercing His hands and feet Mk. 15:25; Lk. 23:33; Jn. 19:37; 20:25 
Ps. 22:18 Parting His garments and casting lots for them Lk. 23:34; Jn. 19:23
Ps. 34:20 Not one bone broken Jn. 19:36 
Ps. 35:11 Accused falsely Mk.14:57- 58 
Ps. 35:19 Hated without a cause Jn. 15:24-25 
Ps. 41:9 Betrayed by a close associate Lk. 22:47-48 
Ps. 49:15 His resurrection Mk. 16:6-7 
Ps. 68:18 His ascension to God's right hand Mk. 16:19; Eph. 4:8 
Ps. 69:21 Given vinegar to drink in His thirst Mt. 27:34,48; Mk. 15:36; Jn. 19:29 
Ps. 109:25 They reviled Him, wagging their heads Mt. 27:39 
Isa. 50:6 They spit in His face Mt. 26:67 
Isa. 50:6 The Messiah scourged Mt. 27:26 
Isa. 52:14 Lost human appearance by physical mistreatment Mt. 26:67; 27:26,29-30; Mk. 15:15-19; Jn. 19:34 
Isa 52:15 Gentiles shall receive spiritual cleansing Heb. 1:3 
Isa. 53:3 He was despised and rejected of men Jn. 1:10-11 
Isa. 53:4 He bore our sicknesses Mt. 8:16-17 
Isa. 53:5-6 He was wounded for our transgressions Rom. 4:25; 1 Pet. 3:18 
Isa. 53:7 He opened not His mouth Mt. 26:63; 27:12,14; Mk. 14:61; 15:5; 1 Pet. 2:23 
Isa. 53:9 He was buried with the rich Mt. 27:57-58;60 
Isa. 53:11 He shall justify many Rom. 3:26; 5:19 
Isa. 53:12 He was numbered with the transgressors Mk. 15:28; Lk. 22:37 
Isa. 53:12 He was crucified with criminals Mk. 15:27-28 
Jon. 1:17 The sign of the prophet, Jonah Mt. 12:40; 16:4 
Mic. 5:1 Smitten with a rod upon the cheek Mt. 27:30 
Zech. 11:12 He was betrayed for thirty pieces of silver Mt. 26:15 
Zech. 11:13 The betrayal money was used to buy the potter's field Mt. 27:5-10 Zech. 13:7 The shepherd is smitten and the flock is scattered Mt. 26:31; Mk. 14:27 


30 Sep 2009

Jesus is the only person ever to be resurrected by God. (Other men have been resurrected by men through the word of faith being spoken over them but Jesus was resurrected solely by God) 
Israel is the only country/empire ever to be resurrected again after vanishing from history.

Hebrew is the only language ever to have died and be resurrected again.


Satan is not spiritually aware. So for example, if he had understood the spiritual significance of the scriptiures about ‘casting lots for his clothes’, or ‘piercing his hands and feet’, he would have realised that the crucifixion was part of God’s plan. But instead, he let the Roman soldiers do to Jesus things that were a fulfilment of prophecy. 

Num 23

God is not a man that He should lie.

If God has spoken a word over your situation, or a word over the history of nations, then although you can’t see it yet, it’s a done deal. God cannot lie and so his unlike men, his promises are not re-evaluated In the light of circumstances: ‘I know I said I’d do that, but things have changed…’. He doesn’t change his mind. God is not a man that He tells lies and His word is not like the words of men, whose minds are changed by circumstance. Consequently, if He has made a promise, then it’s on the way!

27 Sep 2009
The spirit of Antichrist in our time is embodied in militant Islam, just as in the thirties it was embodied in Facism. The agenda is still the same, the destruction of the Jewish people. 
Militant Islam’s highest point of focus is to destroy Israel, and the only reason that America and Great Britain are listed as ‘great satans’ is because America is Israel’s only friend and Great Britian is America’s only friend. Maybe it is more true to say that Great Britain is the closest, rather than only, friend of the USA, but the point is made nevertheless that the nation of Islam has no intrinsic conflict with these countries outside of the issue of Israel. Indeed both the USA and Great Britain have large Moslem populations, and to damage the country means to damage a portion of the Islamic nation. No, the issue is driven by hatred of Israel and that is not a matter of logic but of spiritual wickedness in high places. The agents of Antichrist might field reason, but if all their reasons were taken away, the antagonism would still remain. 

This is the force driving the engine of militant Islam and rendering it a new level of power and success in our time. This is the reason they have achieved a prowess and respect within the Arab peoples not seen since 600AD.

Those caught up in this battle are caught up in the precursor to the end time battle where Israel will be on the one side and the whole world will be on the other. How this will come about is not clear. We in Great Britain happen to find ourselves on the side of Israel. Not because we have decided to be on Israel’s side or want to be. Quite the reverse. The fact is that the enemy has defined which side we are on. The enemy of militant Islam (for be clear about this, it is the enemy) lists Great Britain as their target right after the United States of America, which follows right after Israel.  

People say’I can’t believe this healing thing’ – well don’t worry about it – it won’t happen to you!


If you don’t believe it, then it won’t happen to you. 
If you don’t believe in love – if you don’t believe in healing - 
if you don’t believe that you’re good enough - if you don’t believe you’’ ever be happy.

Anthropic principle

In physics and cosmology, the anthropic principle is the collective name for several ways of asserting that physical and chemical theories, especially astrophysics and cosmology, need to take into account that there is life on Earth, and that one form of that life, Homo sapiens, has attained rationality. The only kind of universe humans can occupy is one that is similar to the current one.

Originally proposed as a rule of reasoning, the term has since been extended to cover supposed "superlaws" that in various ways require the universe to support intelligent life, usually assumed to be carbon-based and occasionally asserted to be human beings. Anthropic reasoning assesses these constraints by analyzing the properties of hypothetical universes whose fundamental parameters or laws of physics differ from those of the real universe. Anthropic reasoning typically concludes that the stability of structures essential for life, from atomic nuclei to the whole universe, depends on delicate balances between different fundamental forces. These balances are believed to occur only in a tiny fraction of possible universes — so that this universe appears fine-tuned for life. Anthropic reasoning attempts to explain and quantify this fine tuning. Within the scientific community the usual approach is to invoke selection effects and to hypothesize an ensemble of alternate universes, in which case that which can be observed is subject to an anthropic bias.

The term anthropic in "anthropic principle" has been argued to be a misnomer. While singling out our kind of carbon-based life, none of the coincidences require human life or demand that carbon-based life develop intelligence. 

The anthropic principle has given rise to some confusion and controversy, partly because the phrase has been applied to several distinct ideas. All versions of the principle have been accused of undermining the search for a deeper physical understanding of the universe. Those who invoke the anthropic principle often invoke multiple universes or an intelligent designer, both controversial and criticised for being untestable and therefore outside the purview of accepted science.

Anthropic coincidences
Main article: Fine-tuned Universe
In 1961, Robert Dicke noted that the age of the universe as seen by living observers cannot be random.[3] Instead, biological factors constrain the universe to be more or less in a "golden age," neither too young nor too old.[4] If the universe were one tenth as old as its present age, there would not have been sufficient time to build up appreciable levels of metallicity (levels of elements besides hydrogen and helium) especially carbon, by nucleosynthesis. If the universe were 10 times older than it actually is, most stars would be too old to remain on the main sequence and would have turned into white and red dwarfs, and stable planetary systems would have already come to an end. Thus Dicke explained away the rough coincidence between large dimensionless numbers constructed from the constants of physics and the age of the universe, a coincidence which had inspired Dirac's varying-G theory.

Dicke later reasoned that the density of matter in the universe must be almost exactly the critical density needed to prevent the Big Crunch (the "Dicke coincidences" argument). The most recent measurements find that the observed density of baryonic and dark matter is about 30% of this critical density, with the rest contributed by a cosmological constant. Steven Weinberg

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthropic_principle" \l "cite_note-4#cite_note-4" [5] gave an anthropic explanation for this fact: he noted that the cosmological constant has a remarkably low value, some 120 orders of magnitude smaller than the value particle physics predicts (this is described as the "worst prediction in physics"[6]). However, if the cosmological constant were more than about 10 times its observed value, the universe would suffer catastrophic inflation, which would preclude the formation of stars, and hence life.

The observed values of the dimensionless physical constants (such as the fine-structure constant) governing the four fundamental interactions are balanced as if fine-tuned to permit the emergence of life. A slight increase in the strong nuclear force would bind the dineutron and the diproton, and nuclear fusion would have converted all hydrogen in the early universe to helium. Water and the long-lived stable stars essential for the emergence of life would not exist. More generally, small changes in the relative strengths of the four fundamental interactions can greatly affect the universe's age, structure, and capacity for life.

Origin
The phrase "anthropic principle" first appeared in Brandon Carter's contribution to a 1973 Kraków symposium honouring Copernicus's 500th birthday. Carter, a theoretical astrophysicist, articulated the Anthropic Principle in reaction to the Copernican Principle, which states that humans do not occupy a privileged position (in time as well as space) in the Universe. As Carter said: "Although our situation is not necessarily central, it is inevitably privileged to some extent." Specifically, Carter disagreed with using the Copernican principle to justify the Perfect Cosmological Principle, which states that all large regions and times in the universe must be statistically identical. The latter principle underlay the steady-state theory, which had recently been falsified by the 1965 discovery of the cosmic microwave background radiation. This discovery was unequivocal evidence that the universe has changed radically over time (starting with the Big Bang).

Carter defined two forms of the Anthropic Principle, a "weak" one which referred only to anthropic selection of privileged spacetime locations in the universe, and a more controversial "strong" form which addressed the values of the fundamental constants of physics.

Roger Penrose explained the weak form as follows:

"The argument can be used to explain why the conditions happen to be just right for the existence of (intelligent) life on the earth at the present time. For if they were not just right, then we should not have found ourselves to be here now, but somewhere else, at some other appropriate time. This principle was used very effectively by Brandon Carter and Robert Dicke to resolve an issue that had puzzled physicists for a good many years. The issue concerned various striking numerical relations that are observed to hold between the physical constants (the gravitational constant, the mass of the proton, the age of the universe, etc.). A puzzling aspect of this was that some of the relations hold only at the present epoch in the earth's history, so we appear, coincidentally, to be living at a very special time (give or take a few million years!). This was later explained, by Carter and Dicke, by the fact that this epoch coincided with the lifetime of what are called main-sequence stars, such as the sun. At any other epoch, so the argument ran, there would be no intelligent life around in order to measure the physical constants in question-so the coincidence had to hold, simply because there would be intelligent life around only at the particular time that the coincidence did hold!"

—The Emperor's New Mind, Chapter 10
One reason this is plausible is that there are many other places and times in which we can imagine finding ourselves. But when applying the strong principle, we only have one Universe, with one set of fundamental parameters, so what exactly is the point being made? Carter offers two possibilities: First, we can use our own existence to make "predictions" about the parameters. But second, "as a last resort", we can convert these predictions into explanations by assuming that there is more than one Universe, in fact a large and possibly infinite collection of universes, something that is now called a multiverse ("world ensemble" was Carter's term), in which the parameters (and perhaps the laws of physics) vary across universes. The strong principle then becomes an example of a selection effect, exactly analogous to the weak principle. Postulating a multiverse is certainly a radical step, but taking it could provide at least a partial answer to a question which had seemed to be out of the reach of normal science: "why do the fundamental laws of physics take the particular form we observe and not another?"

Since Carter's 1973 paper, the term "Anthropic Principle" has been extended to cover a number of ideas which differ in important ways from those he espoused. Particular confusion was caused by the influential book The Anthropic Cosmological Principle by John D. Barrow and Frank Tipler,[8] which distinguished between "weak" and "strong" anthropic principle in a way very different from Carter's, as discussed in the next section.

Carter was not the first to invoke some form of the anthropic principle. In fact, the evolutionary biologist Alfred Russel Wallace anticipated the anthropic principle as long ago as 1904: "Such a vast and complex universe as that which we know exists around us, may have been absolutely required ... in order to produce a world that should be precisely adapted in every detail for the orderly development of life culminating in man."[9] In 1957, Robert Dicke wrote: "The age of the Universe 'now' is not random but conditioned by biological factors ... [changes in the values of the fundamental constants of physics] would preclude the existence of man to consider the problem."[10]
The Gig

We come to play you some songs. Some you will know, some you won’t know. Some that are old, some are brand new. But we haven’t come just to play our songs to you, we’ve also come to tell you a story. And I believe it’s going to bless you because it will draw out of you your own story. The fact is, we’ve all got a story. A wonderful, unique and amazing story.

Your news from a Christian perspective: August 3, 2009 

US father guilty of prayer death
A Christian group is speaking out against an American who has been convicted of killing his diabetic daughter - praying for her, rather than seeking medical care.
Dale Neumann testified that he believed God would heal his 11-year old daughter Madeline.

But prosecutors say he was criminally reckless in not seeking medical help and that he allowed her to die as a selfish act of faith. 

The 47 year old from Wisconsin faces up to 25 years in prison along with his wife, Leilani Neumann, who was convicted earlier this year of second-degree reckless homicide.

Mr Neumann, who once studied to be a Pentecostal minister, said that God promises in the Bible to heal, he said: 

“If I go to the doctor, I am putting the doctor before God. I am not believing what he said he would do.” 

But John Ryeland from Christian Healing Ministry said it’s not right to separate praying for healing and medical care and claimed, "cases like this give Christians a bad name":

“I have immense sympathy for his belief in healing, but where I find it difficult to go along with him is the separation of Christian healing and medicine. 

“God gives medicine. He gives the incredible skills and the care of those who are involved in medicine and if we can receive that with thanksgiving there’s no reason why that can’t be a legitimate channel for God to minister to us.” 

During the trial, medical experts told the court that Neumann's daughter could have survived if she had received the proper medical treatment, including insulin and fluids. 

But Mr Neumann said he did not realise how unwell his daughter was and had thought she was suffering from flu. 

Prosecutors said his daughter was unable to eat or drink, walk or talk and an ambulance was only called once. A lawyer representing Dale Neumann said he would appeal. 

You are called to lead the church, to do the administration, to preach on Sunday, to steer the finances and facilities. You are called to care for folks at the beginning of life, during the middle years and at the end of life. You are call about the total picture not just one piece. You understand yourself to have a variety of gifts and a deep passion for serving God by leading God's people. You are called to lead the local church.
Choice is the blessing of God.
One of the greatest gifts of Christianity to modern man is freedom of conscience. This has resulted in democracy and pluralism – the right to believe in something else, to vote for something else. Choice is the blessing of God that has come through Christianity. It’s no accident that Democracy arose in the Christian cultures – what we now call ‘The West.’  It continues to thrive in the Christian ‘West’ while it founders elsewhere. 
Why is this? Christianity defends freedom of conscience. Because Christianity upholds your right to believe in something else. It acknowledges choice as a God-given right. 

That’s because God himself has fixed it that way. He has given you free will and it is yours. That means that God himself defends your right not to believe in him. He does force you, it is your choice. 


The curse of Islam is that it denies the right of choice. Thus it will permit you to come into it, but not to leave it. Anywhere in the world, it will cost you dear to live under a Moslem administration and believe in something other than Islam. Islam does not see religion as a choice but as a duty. This reflects in the political systems of Islamic countries. It is no accident that you can count the number of democratic Islamic countries on one hand. 

But the blessing of God is the gift of a free conscience. He upholds the right of men to make up their own minds. He has given us free will and He’s not about to take it back. Not because He is unable to, but because the integrity of His word prevents it. (in simple terms, to give a gift and then take it back when it suits you means it wasn’t a gift in the first place). You better believe it. God defends your right to go to hell. He is a pluralist. He will not force you to believe in Him. It’s your choice

From 2004:

‘Do you not know? Have you not heard?  He sits above the circle of the earth.’


There are just two kinds of people - believers and unbelievers. A deep division exists between the two; a gulf that can often be an unbridgeable chasm. Often I have seen an emotion rear up amongst unbelievers and manifest as vitriolic contempt toward those who believe. It is a deep thing, a spiritual thing that brands a believer as sub-human – like a Jew in nazi Germany - an object of scorn and derision. In our modern ‘tolerant’ society, a believer is the one who is not to be tolerated. 

The world is ever seeking ways to sideline, to marginalize, to diminish Christ in every way. If it had its way, it would transport believers to some version of Guantanamo Bay! 

The PM Office

0207 925 0918

Dear Sir,

I understand that we only have a handful of our own UAVs in operation in Afghanistan. Could we not prevail upon the US at the highest level to draw some of their UAV resources away from the unpopular (and counter-productive) usage against the insurgent villages and tribal areas, to patrolling the roads and operational areas in the UK’s area of responsibilty? 

Yours truly,

D.Scott-Morgan
07791 466201
Napoleon Hill 

A goal is a dream with a deadline. 
 
Action is the real measure of intelligence. 
 
All achievements, all earned riches, have their beginning in an idea. 
 
All the breaks you need in life wait within your imagination, Imagination is the workshop of your mind, capable of turning mind energy into accomplishment and wealth. 
 
Any idea, plan, or purpose may be placed in the mind through repetition of thought. 
 
Before success comes in any man's life, he's sure to meet with much temporary defeat and, perhaps some failures. When defeat overtakes a man, the easiest and the most logical thing to do is to quit. That's exactly what the majority of men do. 
 
Big pay and little responsibility are circumstances seldom found together. 
 
Cherish your visions and your dreams as they are the children of your soul, the blueprints of your ultimate achievements. 
 
Create a definite plan for carrying out your desire and begin at once, whether you ready or not, to put this plan into action. 
 
Desire is the starting point of all achievement, not a hope, not a wish, but a keen pulsating desire which transcends everything. 
 
Don't wait. The time will never be just right. 
 
Edison failed 10, 000 times before he made the electric light. Do not be discouraged if you fail a few times. 
 
Education comes from within; you get it by struggle and effort and thought. 
 
Effort only fully releases its reward after a person refuses to quit. 
 
Every adversity, every failure, every heartache carries with it the seed on an equal or greater benefit. 
 
Every person who wins in any undertaking must be willing to cut all sources of retreat. Only by doing so can one be sure of maintaining that state of mind known as a burning desire to win - essential to success. 
 
Everyone enjoys doing the kind of work for which he is best suited. 
 
Fears are nothing more than a state of mind. 
 
First comes thought; then organization of that thought, into ideas and plans; then transformation of those plans into reality. The beginning, as you will observe, is in your imagination. 
 
Great achievement is usually born of great sacrifice, and is never the result of selfishness. 


Andrew Carnegie:

Everyone comes to the earth plane with the ability to direct his mind power

As two envelopes


Two sealed envelopes:

One envelope clearly labelled: 

The riches you may enjoy if you take possession of your own mind and direct it to ends of your own choice. 

This list of blessings

Sound health

Peace of mind

A labour of love of your own choice

Freedom fro dfear and worry

Positive mental attitude

Material riches of your own choice & quantity

The other envelope is labelled:

The penalties you must pay if you neglect to take control of your mind and direct it.

& contains this list of payments:

Ill health

Fear and worry

Indecision and dount

Frustration and 

Poverty and want

Envy, jealousy, superstition etc..

When you speak of your poverty and lack of education you are simply directing your mind power to attract these undesirable circumstances. Because it is true that whatever your mind feeds upon your mind attracts to you. 

The turning point in the writing career of Napoleon Hill is considered to have occurred in 1908 with his assignment, as part of a series of articles about famous men, to interview billionaire industrialist Andrew Carnegie, who at the time was one of the most powerful men in the world. Hill discovered that Carnegie believed that the process of success could be elaborated in a simple formula that could be duplicated by the average person. Impressed with Hill, Carnegie commissioned him (without pay and only offering to provide him with letters of reference) to interview over 500 successful men and women, many of them millionaires, in order to discover and publish this formula for success. 

As part of his research, Hill interviewed many of the most famous people of the time, including Thomas Edison, Alexander Graham Bell, George Eastman, Henry Ford, Elmer Gates, John D. Rockefeller, Sr., Charles M. Schwab, F.W. Woolworth, William Wrigley Jr., John Wanamaker, William Jennings Bryan, Joseph Stalin, Theodore Roosevelt, William H. Taft, Woodrow Wilson, Charles Allen Ward and Jennings Randolph. The project lasted over twenty years, during which Hill became an advisor to Carnegie. Mr. Hill was also an advisor to two presidents of the United States of America, Woodrow Wilson and Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 

The Philosophy of Achievement. Or the Science of success.

Choice at the chasm: 
One of the greatest gifts of Christianity to modern man is pluralism – the right to believe something else. Christianity acknowledges that right – more than that, it upholds your right to believe in something different. Christianity understands that to believe in something other than God is your God-given right. 
That’s because God himself is a pluralist. He will defend your right to go to hell.(!!) 
He has given you free will and it is yours. God will not force you to believe in Him, it is your choice. 

The curse of Islam is that it denies that right. Islam cannot abide any other mindset except its own. It will permit you to come into it, but never to leave it. In all practicality it will cost you dear to be under a Moslem administration and believe something other than Islam. 
But the blessing of God is the gift of a free conscience. He upholds the right of men to make up their own minds. He has given us free will and He’s not about to take it back. Not because He is unable to but because the integrity of His word prevents it. (To give a gift and then take it back when it suits you means it wasn’t a gift in the first place). You better believe it. God defends your right to go to hell. 
He is a pluralist. He will not force you to believe in Him. It’s your choice. 


The introduction of religious choice preceded the introduction of democracy in most of the modern world. And most Westerners regard freedom of conscience as just as important as the freedom to vote. 


Christian evangelists complain that this creates an uneven playing field. But, in the long run, uneven playing fields weaken the home players. The West’s open marketplace in religion promotes innovation, even in something so basic as Bible publishing, while the Muslim world’s closed marketplace promotes dull conservatism. The Book and the Koran, by Muhammad Shahrur, which tried to reinterpret the Koran for modern readers, was widely banned in the Islamic world, despite its pious tone and huge popularity.

Christians are much more enthusiastic than Muslims about translating their holy book. Muslims believe that the Koran is the literal word of God — although most Muslims tolerate translations, it is a begrudging sort of tolerance. By contrast, Christians are much keener to get the Word out. You do not have to learn Greek or Hebrew (or Latin any more) to get to word of God. It has been translated into more languages than any other book in history — including Klingon, spoken only by imaginary space aliens.
The most important indicator of Islam’s failure in coming to terms with modernity is its ingrained hostility to pluralism. Pluralism is the hallmark of all the world’s most advanced societies. 
The introduction of religious choice preceded the introduction of democracy in most of the modern world. And most Westerners regard freedom of conscience as just as important as the freedom to vote. 

The acid test of pluralism is conversion — the freedom to join a religious community or leave it. Yet across the Islamic world Muslims are either nervous about conversion or adamantly opposed to it. 

That’s because God himself is the great pluralist. Although it is his will that none should perish (2 Pet 5:17), nevertheless He has given us free will. That means that God himself will defend your right to go to hell. God has given you the gift of your own free will and He will not take it back,
The creator God gave human beings (only) the unconditional gift of free will and for the universe to continue to operate, the integrity of His word and His promises must stand. (Psa 

It’s not that He is unable to take it back. He has limited himself by His promise. He cannot take it back without violating His own word and His word is above all. So God will defend your right to go to hell.

Islam is also cursed by the Latinisation of its scripture: Only the mullahs can interpret the text in the same way as only the priests of old could interpret the bible because it was written in Latin, an exclusive language. The ordinary moslem does not understand the obscure text and so the interpretation of the mullahs must stand and the Koran is reduced to slogans. 

The text of the Koran does not belong to the people in the way the bible does 

From The Times   May 14, 2009

The Bible v the Koran

In the battle of the holy texts, Christianity has the upper hand, says a new book on the surprise resurgence of religion
[image: image1.jpg]




John Micklethwait and Adrian Wooldridge 

For all their manifold disagreements, Christians and Muslims are both “people of the Book”, and have an obligation to get those holy books into the hands of as many people as they can. Spreading the Word is hard. The Bible is 800,000 words long and littered with tedious passages about “begatting.” Many have claimed that the Koran, though only around a tenth of the length of the Bible, is an even more difficult read. Edward Gibbon complained about its “endless incoherent rhapsody of fable and precept”. Scholars who spend their lives studying them still argue over their ambiguities, literary allusions and obscure references. 

Yet there are more Bibles and Korans available in more languages than at any time in history. More than 100 million copies of the Bible are sold or given away every year. The Koran is ubiquitous in the Muslim world. Whole chapters of the book are used to decorate mosques. The faithful transcribe phrases and put them around their necks in amulets, use them on bumper stickers or as letterheads. 

This mountain of holy books is a giant refutation of the secularisation thesis. “The Book lives on among its people,” Constance Padwick, a scholar of the Koran, has written. “For them, these are not mere letters or mere words. They are the twigs of the burning bush, aflame with God.” The same can also be said of the Bible. 

Christians and Muslims are proving remarkably adept at using the tools of our time — globalisation, the media and growing wealth — to supercharge the distribution of their holy books. 

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

The Islamic world boasts several television channels that do nothing but broadcast the Koran, while at the other end of the technological spectrum, the American Bible Society produces a small audio device that can broadcast the Bible to a crowd of 100. You can consult both books on the internet, read them on a “Psalm Pilot” or listen to them on iPods. (“Podcasting” has given rise to “Godcasting.”) Just because you put a holy book in people’s hands does not mean they will understand it — Americans buy more than 20 million new ones every year to add to the four that sit in the average US house. Yet one Gallup survey found that fewer than half of Americans can name the first book of the Bible (Genesis), and only a third know who delivered the Sermon on the Mount (the evangelist Billy Graham is a popular answer). The situation is worse with Islam. The archaic language and high-flown verse of the Koran, while inspiring to some, can also be difficult to understand for even highly educated Arabic speakers. Only 20 per cent of Muslims speak Arabic as their first language. 

The two peoples of the Book face similar challenges and opportunities. The interesting difference lies in how they are overcoming those hurdles. The Bible business is very much a bottom-up affair — an interlinked global network of 140 national or regional Bible societies pools resources to reach its collective goal. 

The Koran is also going global. But for that it is unduly indebted to a single political power: Saudi Arabia. Its combination of geology and history — the country’s vast oil wealth and position as the guardian of Mecca and Medina — has turned it into a vast engine for spreading the Word. 

At the same time, the Muslim diaspora is also spreading the Word to areas of the world where it has never reached. The Tablighi Jamaat (“Group That Propagates the Faith”), part-time preachers who dress like the Prophet, are behind plans to construct a megamosque in East London, next to the 2012 Olympics site. 

But an immediate problem for Islam, much complained about in the Muslim world, is America’s War on Terror, which is certainly making it much more difficult to spread the Koran. 

Christians are also much more enthusiastic than Muslims about translating their holy book. Muslims believe that the Koran is the literal word of God — although most Muslims tolerate translations, it is a begrudging sort of tolerance. By contrast, Christians are much keener to get the Word out. You do not have to learn Greek or Hebrew to get the Lord’s word. It has been translated into more languages than any other book in history — including Klingon, spoken only by imaginary space aliens. 

The headquarters of the American Bible Society, just north of Columbus Circle in New York City, is a monument to Christianity’s enthusiasm for translation. It houses a collection of 4,500 Bibles in 2,400 languages, to which it continues to add ever more translations, including Barrow, a language spoken by a handful of people in Alaska. Its ambition is that everyone can claim: “God speaks my language”. 

The second advantage is Christians’ superior talent for turning their holy book into a commercial enterprise. The “good book” now comes in every colour of the rainbow, including the colours of your college. A “hundred-minute Bible” summarises the Good Book for the time-starved. There are Bibles in everyday vernacular or even street slang (“Even though I walk through / The hood of death / I don’t back down / For you have my back”). Westminster John Knox has revived an old idea, begun in 1965 with its bestselling Gospel According to Peanuts, to give us the Gospel According to everyone from Bart Simpson to Madonna. 

In 2003 Thomas Nelson dreamt up the idea of BibleZines — crosses between Bibles and teenage magazines. The pioneer was Revolve, which intercuts the New Testament with make-up tips and dating advice (“Are you dating a Godly guy?”). There are toddler-friendly versions of the most famous Bible stories: The Boy’s Bible promises “gross and gory Bible stuff.”; God’s Little Princess Devotional Bible is pink and sparkly. 

The Bible Society has also embraced all sorts of innovations. It gives a free copy of the military edition of the Bible, complete with a camouflage cover to all members of the US Armed Services. It provides booklets of biblical excerpts to people who are trying to cope with tragedies or disasters: the society gave away five million specially prepared booklets after 9/11 and 1.5 million after Hurricane Katrina. 

It also uses prominent sports stars to spread enthusiasm for the “good book”. The New Orleans Hornets have been known to distribute copies of the Bible. LeBron James, of the Cleveland Cavaliers, is such an enthusiastic Bible promoter that he has been nicknamed “King James”. Publishing and translating the book is only the beginning. There are now sophisticated dramatisations of the Bible, with well-known actors and state-of-the-art sound effects. Zondervan’s The Bible Experience features every black actor in Hollywood, from Denzel Washington to Samuel L. Jackson as God. 

Other businesses are producing films that dramatise bits of the Bible as faithfully as possible. There are Bible quiz books, bingo games, sticker books and floor puzzles. There is even a Bible-based jukebox that plays your favourite biblical passages. A “fully posable” Jesus doll recites famous passages of the Good Book. 

The third advantage for the Bible over the Koran is the wealth of its believers. It helps the Bible’s cause that the world’s richest and most powerful country has more evangelicals, missionaries and media organisations than any other country. By contrast, the fact that the Koran’s heartland is relatively poor, with low levels of economic development, technological prowess and popular education, hurts the book’s cause — though Muslims do not see it that way. (What matters is that people are reciting the Koran; not who is doing it.) 
The fourth advantage is the West’s belief in religious freedom — guaranteed in America by the Constitution, and in Europe by an aversion to religious persecution caused by centuries of it. 
The heartland of Islam, on the other hand, is theocratic. The Saudi royal family and the official Wahhabi clerisy are intertwined. 
The Saudi Ministry of Islamic Affairs, Endowments, Call and Guidance employs 120,000 people, including 72,000 imams. Clerics vet school textbooks. The Commission for the Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice, the kingdom’s religious police, frequently arrests Christians for merely possessing copies of the Bible. Filipino Christians, who are usually poor, are a particularly popular target. 

Other Islamic countries are almost as bad. Pakistan has witnessed the kidnapping of Christian missionaries. Sudan punishes “religious deviation” with imprisonment. 

Christian evangelists complain that this creates an uneven playing field. But, in the long run, uneven playing fields weaken the home players. The West’s open marketplace in religion promotes innovation, even in something so basic as Bible publishing, while the Muslim world’s closed marketplace promotes dull conservatism. The Book and the Koran, by Muhammad Shahrur, which tried to reinterpret the Koran for modern readers, was widely banned in the Islamic world, despite its pious tone and huge popularity. 

The Battle of the Books is clearly important in itself: the first obligation of Christianity and Islam is to preach the Word to the faithful. But the battle also tells us something about a bigger issue — the relative ability of each faith to thrive in the face of modernity. Here again Christianity seems to be doing better than Islam. 

Many people would regard that judgment as odd. Islam had a much better 20th century than Christianity did. The world’s Muslim population grew from 200 million in 1900 to 1.5 billion today — still about 500 million behind the Christian church, but an enormous catch-up. 

Christianity shrivelled in Christendom’s European heart, while Islam was resurgent across the Arab world. Some Christian scholars predict that Islam will overtake Christianity as the world’s biggest religion by 2050. 

Islam is also doing a better job spreading to Christendom than Christianity is into the Islamic world and has gained political clout around the world. In 1975 it seemed like a spent force politically in the Middle East: secular Arab nationalism was the vogue. But Iran has been a militant Islamic regime since the mullahs seized power in 1979. Islamic parties have won free elections wherever they have been allowed to participate in the Arab world. Hamas won a stunning victory in the Palestinian elections of 2006. Turkey is ruled by an Islamic party that is encouraging the spread of piety. In Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan and many of the former Soviet republics Islam is a potent political force. In other places, such as Egypt and Morocco, Islamists may well be the government in waiting. Morocco’s king styles himself “Defender of the Faith”. 

In Europe too, Muslims are developing political muscle. The largest protest in British history — a two million-strong march against the invasion of Iraq in February 2003 — was co-organised by the Muslim Association of Britain. The Prince of Wales once suggested that when he becomes King he will change his title from “Defender of the Faith” to “Defender of the Faiths”, partly in recognition of Islam’s arrival on Britain’s shores. 

In 2008, Boris Johnson, the new Mayor of London, helped to organise a festival in Trafalgar Square to celebrate the end of Ramadan. Johnson is no fan of political correctness; he was simply being practical. Across Europe mayors have to worry about things such as setting up temporary abattoirs to cope with the slaughter of sheep for the annual Eid al- Adha feast in December, or organising the parking around mosques on Fridays. And an increasing number of those mayors, including the ones in Rotterdam and Leicester, are Muslims. 

As for coping with modernity, the Arab world is experiencing not one but two economic booms, in the Gulf and around the Mediterranean. The idea that Islam is incompatible with the modern world is clearly untrue but the plain fact is that the Islamic world is a long way behind the Christian one in its engagement with modernity. 

Look at the relative performance of Christianity and Islam in the light of several centuries of history and the latter’s recent growth looks less impressive. Christianity has expanded massively since the 16th century, thanks to the dynamism of first Europe, then the United States.Despite the blessings of oil, the Arab world lags behind the West in most indices of economic success and political maturity, from investment in science to free and fair elections. There is depressingly little evidence of internal cultural creativity. More books are translated into Spanish every year than have been translated into Arabic in the past millennium. 

The most important indicator of Islam’s failure in coming to terms with modernity is its ingrained hostility to pluralism. Pluralism is the hallmark of all the world’s most advanced societies. The introduction of religious choice antedated the introduction of democracy in most of the modern world. And most Westerners regard freedom of conscience as just as important as the freedom to vote. 

The acid test of pluralism is conversion — the freedom to join a religious community or leave it. Yet across the Islamic world Muslims are either nervous about conversion or adamantly opposed to it. 

“Soft” Muslim countries still have some pretty hard laws. For instance, tolerant Dubai has its limits in this respect: non-Muslims are free to pray as they wish, to build churches and temples, but trying to convert Muslims is a criminal offence. In Malaysia, changing religion used to be a formality, just requiring registration; now Sharia courts intervene to stop anybody from leaving Islam. A recent case involved Lina Joy, who asked a federal court to register her change from Islam to Christianity on her ID card. The judges rejected her bid, telling her that one “cannot, at one’s whims or fancies, renounce or embrace a religion.” 

The current Pope’s attitude toward Islam is interesting. In his Regensburg speech in 2006 and especially in a later address to the Vatican curia, Benedict XVI made clear that the Islamic world had to come to terms with the Enlightenment. That did not mean weakening its faith but embracing two ideas, which he also sees as preconditions for any serious interfaith dialogue: first, accepting religious freedom as an inalienable right, and second, drawing some separation between Church and State. It is a mark of how far Islam still has to go that this was immediately rejected by many Muslims. But the Pope is not giving up. 

On Easter Day 2008, he publicly (and provocatively) baptised Magdi Allam, an Egyptian-born journalist who now lives in Italy and who duly described his liberation from Islam at length. The Pope has also publicly defended the right of Christians to proselytise among Muslims. 

The Battle of the Books is still on. Two thousand years into the history of the Abrahamic religions, the twigs of the burning bush are still aflame with the fire of God. 

Who touched me?    Mark 5     
Also Matt 10, Luk 8

1  Who touched me?

Loads of people were touching him that day and many would have had their own need for a healing - an arm that ached, a bad stomach, a relationship problem. Many were touching him. How many were hoping that just being in close proximity to Him would help them feel better? But only one was healed. How often do we ask ‘Why isn’t everybody healed’? 

And Jesus said ‘who touched me?’ because He felt something special had happened. He might just as well have said ‘who has been healed?’ 


‘Who touched me?’ Didn’t Jesus know who it was? Many times when Jesus interacted with people, He could spiritually discern their thoughts. Not here. The scripture makes no mention of it. He looked around as a man, not an all-knowing God. He said ‘who touched me?’ because as a perfect man fully spiritually aware, he knew a transaction had taken place in the spiritual realm. (Luk 2:52)

2  Many get to touch. Only one gets to be healed.  Why not everyone?

Loads of people come to church for a touch from Jesus. Many have needs, an arm that hurts, a stomach that aches, a family problem, a money problem, some even have a chronic long standing issue –not an issue of blood, but something that’s disabled a part of their life for many years. Many are hoping that being near to Jesus in church will help them. And why not? But here’s a case of someone being healed without the Lord having anything to do with it! He is not asked about it and doesn’t know about it until after it has happened! 


3  Law of faith 

This scripture illustrates that there are Laws governing the operation of the healing power of God.  and that like other laws, the law of faith operates independent of the creator God. It’s a Law fixed into the universe and like other laws, it works no matter where you are. Like gravity or electricity or aerodynamics. Let’s call it the Law of Faith. Rom 3:27

What this lady did caused a law of God to operate on her behalf. Jesus wasn’t consulted and didn’t know about it. It was her actions alone that caused the power of God to flow. 

As soon as you begin to see that Jesus didn’t know who had touched him then this miracle begins to fly in the face of all our preconceptions about the way God works. 

Most people think that God has to vet the application. God checks you out. Are you faithful? Have you been good? Are you worthy to receive a miracle or not? 

That’s how most of us rationalise the fact that many ask but few are healed. Not everyone gets healed and we simply don’t know why. We think that when a pastor gets sick, surely God will heal a pastor? Maybe we can understand him not healing the prostitute, but the pastor? Because we assume that a pastor is worthy and the prostitute is not worthy. We are operating in the belief that God is deciding every case, weighing it on the basis of performance. Who gets healed and who doesn’t get healed is, as far as Christians are concerned, totally related to how worthy they are, and it assumes that God is deciding every case. 

Jesus said ‘Who touched me?’ He wanted to know who it was. Who had the faith to draw power from Him as He was walking down the street. 

He asked who it was because he hadn’t encountered such a level of faith in all his travels. He had always to be the one to bring the law of faith to bear against a sickness but here is somebody else doing it. Who is it he asks.  Is there another Messiah in town?, Who is it who can do that?  Jesus knew how to operate in the law if faith. But who else knew?. He says: I want to meet them. 
Jesus didn’t want to meet them to rebuke them. He wanted to meet them to give them His blessing; 

It’s not ‘C’mon own up - Who has drawn power from me illegally? 
But: ‘Who is it? I want to meet them and shake their hand and say: ‘Go in peace, sir or madam. Your faith has made you well’  

She came forward to give testimony “trembling” the scripture says. 
She was scared but she owned up (Unclean Lev 15:25). Because when you have touched the Lord Jesus - when you have been healed or born again - you know you can depend on His goodness. You know it because you know it: The goodness of the Lord extends from north to south, from east to west. It is as wide as the ocean. You know it because it’s touched you and you’ve touched it. 

The Law:

1  You will have what you say.        The Fig Tree Matt 21:18, Mark 11:22. Prov 18:21  23:7

    … Speak to mountain about God not v.v.

2   Faith without works is dead.       Jam 2:20.   

3   Earnestly seek, not just passive. Aggressively seek.

.. shall find when U seek w all your heart   Jer 29:13. 

Prayers and Thoughts.

We visit a Methodist service brought alive by a fiery African lady minister, Victoria. 

The hymns are out of the last century and very inaccessible and the prayers are all by rote. There is nothing extemporary, that isn’t planned. But God is in the people and the service.

The coth creed:


This is my bible.

I believe what it says about me. 

I believe that God has commanded a blessing over me.

I believe the Lord Jesus has saved me and that his intention is for me to walk in joy and peace and health and prosperity of spirit.

I stand against the enemy of my soul, the enemy of God’s creation. 
Today I lift up the name that is above all names and I speak to those things that war against me. 

In the name of Jesus I speak to sickness, to depression, to oppression, to every evil work within and without, and I say be submitted to the greater authority. Yield to the power and majesty of the creator God in the name of Jesus. 

God has spoken a blessing over me and no demon, no witch, no spell, no curse can prevail against what He has spoken. You demons of sickness, of poverty, of despair get out of my way. 
God has commanded a blessing over me and I receive it. I receive my health, my joy, my peace. I receive the life Jesus has won for me
I thank you Lord and I praise you In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.
The old Revelation is a foundation. 

A revelation has a sell by date. It is for the time it is birthed in and then it is gone. All the accutrements and tradiitons are no more than a fashion, a season which has its day.

Foundations. Later revelation comes without the foundation of the former. 

First Corinthians 15 speaks about the earthly, carnal body and the resurrected, spiritual body – the redeemed body. The quickened body (Rom. 8:23), made alive (Rom. 8:11), fashioned, changed and glorious body (Phil. 3:21). 

When Christ said ‘It is Finished’ on the cross he was speaking about his work. 

His work on earth was completed. There was no more for him to do. 
There was no more he could do. There is nothing anyone can do in the grave. You cannot work or accomplish anything from the grave. 

But salvation was not finished until Christ rose from the grave. Jesus the son had done all that he needed to do, now it was up to God the father to do what only He was able to do. 

God had to supply the power to raise Jesus from the dead. The dead do not have the power to do that for themselves. The dead are without power, volition. When you are dead you cannot influence what happens to your spirit or anybody elses spirit. 


God had to resurrect Jesus. So Romans 10:9 says ‘if you confess with your mouth Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved’ 

So Paul makes the statement in 1Cor 15 that ‘If God didn’t raise Jesus… our faith is in vain.’ We are wasting our time. 

Jesus did not become the saviour of the world by dying. By dying he became the proptitator, the payment, the fee to be paid for all of our sins. By rising again he became the saviour. He became the saviour when He rose again.

The payment for sin had been made, redemption had been purchased  –  the ticket was held by Jesus. What use is a ticket giving you the right to a new redeemed body if you are not alive to claim it? ‘The Glorious Dead’? 
What virtue, what value, what purpose?
Redemption was purchased at the cross but salvation was proclaimed at the resurrection. 

Jesus did not become the saviour of the world until He rose again. That’s salvation. 

In the same way you did not become a Christian until you were born again. 

1Cor 15:14  And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.

1Cor 15:17  And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.
1Cor 15:20  But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.
11  But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.
23  And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.
Luk 2:10  But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11  Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.
14  Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

Being saved does not mean dying to self and nothing else. It measn being resurrceted into knowledge of God.  Being saved is not just about having the ticket for a redeemed body in the next life, 
Being saved is being called up into the knowledge of God in this life, through the spirit of God inside. Being born again is 

Jesus gave himself in order to rescue us from --- what?

From hell, yes. From the judgment of a righteous God, yes. But also, from this evil world 
Gal 1:4  Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father:

Jesus enabled us to partake of the resurrection power of God in this life. Jesus enabled us to be victorious. 
God’s will is for us to be victorious - to be healthy, to be prosperous in every part of our doings among men, to be a blessing and to bring a blessing. God’s will is to bless you in order that you will eb a blessing. 

Jesus made all that possible because he rose again. 

From: Andrew Thompson <ALT@tdslaw.com>

Hi, all. I'm new to this list, but have a lifelong love of ELO.

The tragedy of Kelly's death reminded me of a couple of things about ELO that have been hard to understand from the outside.

While we'll never really know of the real internal dynamics of the band (and each member's respective contributions to our favourite ELO incarnations), I get the sense that the overall business model (set by Jet/the Ardens?) was that Jeff had to do and be responsible for everything - the pressure was all on his shoulders and that this forced everybody else (even contractually?) into a supporting role. It sounded like they were almost treated like session musicians, no matter what their actual contributions to the band whether on stage or in studio. You hear in later years of Mel Gale selling his cello, Kelly filing his lawsuit, Bev not having a relationship with Jeff anymore, and the rest of the band working very hard in their post-ELO years to keep up any sort of musical career when their names didn't resonate with the general public.

Don't get me wrong: I'm not blaming Jeff. It seems like he just wanted to happily make records in the studio, rather than be forced into the spotlight as a frontman and touring musician. And (most of) the other guys seemed to want to be in a working and touring band.

It's sad that the guys who worked so hard to keep ELO songs living on the concert stage ended up apparently so much at odds with the somewhat reclusive studio-genius whose wonderful work started it all. Personality conflicts aside (which are normal), I really wonder if that old Jet business model was the fundamental wedge that irrevocably split our favourite bandS

Just sadly musing,

Andrew

Gluttony

"Put a knife to your throat if you are given to gluttony. " - Proverbs 23:2
The chief error about Gluttony is to think it only pertains to food. Some people can't have enough toys, television, entertainment, sex, or company. It is about an excess of anything.
There are at least three forms of Gluttony:
1) Wanting more pleasure from something than it was made for.
2) Wanting it exactly our way (delicacy).
3) Demanding too much from people (excessive desire for other people's time or presence).

More Pleasure Than It Was Made For

The world is full of good things, from the beauty of the stars to the ever-changing and never-changing oceans to the pleasure of human company. We are free to enjoy these things without becoming focused on any one of them to the exclusion of all else. It is possible to become so caught up in a pleasure, whether food or fun, that we can no longer enjoy other things, and would be willing to sacrifice other pleasures for the one.

We enter into Gluttony when we demand more pleasure from something than it was made for. Normally, we can only eat so much food, but some people in Ancient Rome wanted more pleasure, so they threw up after the meal and then ate more. This allowed them to enjoy eating more at the cost of health (and dignity).

Delicacy

In "The Screwtape Letters," C.S. Lewis describes delicacy as a desire to have things exactly our way. He gives the example of food having to be prepared just right, or in just the right amount, but it isn't limited to food. We might complain about unimportant defects in a product, the temperature in the room, or the color of a laundry basket. There is a certain amount of discomfort to be expected in life, but the Glutton will have none of it. Instead of becoming strong by suffering the minor inconveniences of life, the Glutton insists on being pampered. No one dares to point out how petty or foolish they are. In fact, some celebrities are praised for their excessive perfectionism, as though it were a virtue.

Demanding Too Much From People

There can be a healthy and natural enjoyment of time spent with friends and acquaintances, but some people just can't get enough. They make demands until the other person moves away or explodes in anger. The Glutton is wounded that someone would take offense at their "love" for them. At least some people can get away. Far worse is when a parent demands too much from a child, requiring too much time or too many accomplishments from someone too small to grant so many pleasures. Even pets get excessive attention at times, but they don't seem to mind as much.

In some dating relationships, one person desires the other's company constantly, to the point that the other can barely hold down a job or continue in school. Whatever the reasons, the object of affection is expected to provide the pleasure of their company (at least) more of the time than is reasonable. Even in marriage, it is possible for a couple to be so "romantic" that the children are neglected. One legitimate pleasure (sex) can become obsessive to the point that another pleasure (the company of one's children) is lost.

The Good News

Because Gluttony is generally a sin of the flesh, the flesh limits it. If we consume too much food or drink, our body (usually) lets us know, either by gaining weight or illness. If we are too fussy about things (delicacy), people will tell us to do it ourselves. And if we demand too much from people, they will fly from us and we will be alone more often. So, we usually get a view of the problem, and a chance to change.

It is said that St. Thomas More was an exceptionally fun person to be around, so much so that King Henry VIII of England kept calling for him, preventing Thomas from going home to his family. Thomas eventually began to curtail his merrymaking so that he was more dull company. This strategy worked, and he was able to live at home more often.

The cure for Gluttony lies in deliberately reducing our use of pleasurable things, not in eliminating them. When eating, quit before feeling stuffed. When snacking, don't just keep stuffing, but quit after a while. With people, allow some quiet time together, and also get some time alone. Of course, if time alone is very pleasurable, get out more often. And if the toast is a bit too brown, eat it anyway.

Blessed

If you want to be healthy, be blessed. It’s that simple. To be healthy be blessed.

If you are a Christian say to yourself: ‘I am blessed, blessed, blessed.’  Just the three times will do. 
If you are a Christian then you are blessed three times the cube of three raised to the power of three decimal three recurring. You are blessed beyond your mathematical ability to count, you are blessed in excess of what you can contain as a blessing, you are blessed over and above all you could ask or imagine even. If you are a Christian today, you are blessed. 

But whether you know it or not is another matter. Many Christians – maybe most Christians, live in a state of fear and anxiety almost identical to non Christians. The difference is that many Christians also have the added burden of condemnation which a harsh religious belief system has heaped on them. Many believe for example that if there is any un-confessed sin in their life, they will go to hell if it’s not dealt with. 


It’s not enough to be blessed. You’ve got to know you are blessed. Otherwise you will think you are only blessed when good things happen but cursed when they don’t. You’ve got to know you are blessed all the time. In fact you need to know you are blessed when you are not being blessed. In order for it to have virtue in your life, you have to know it and apply it. It’s not automatic. It doesn’t work for you until you 
a) know about it and b) declare it over yourself. I am blessed. 
God said to Abram ‘All that you can see I will give it to you.’  If you can see it, you can hope for it. 
It’s knowing it that brings you a step closer to being healthy. It’s knowing your spirit is pure that causes it to leech out its goodness into the cells of mind and body. 
If you think your salvation is based upon your performance then you cannot draw down the life and health and the goodness of God which he has purchased for you. Because you are aware that you fall short of God’s standard. 
The cells of your body respond to the thoughts and mental images of your mind, not anyone else’s mind. You have to have a picture of yourself that you out there. A picture of you blessed. 
How am I blessed? My spirit has been made brand new. It is righteous and perfect. God is spirit and looks on my spirit.
Tim Keller:

During a time of advancement, modernisation in the last century, Korea went from 1% Christian to 40%Christian, Africa from 9% top 55%.

Weak faith in a strong object is infinitely better than strong faith in a weak object. It’s the object of your faith not the strength of your faith which saves you. 

If there is a God you would relate to him like Hamlet does to Shakespeare. Hamlet cannot find him anywhere in the play. He suspects a God named ‘Shakespeare’ created him but he cannot find this Shakespeare on the stage or back stage so he says. Saying ‘There is no God’ is like Hamlet saying there is no Shakespeare. But what if Shakespeare had written himself into the play? 

People believe or not through reasoning, personal experience, social influence. 

Some people have awful personal experiences - dreadful traumas, disasters. Yet the interpretation can be totally different. The response of some people is to say ‘I need help of God, I can’t make it without him’. Others respond totally different to the same pressures: ‘I don’t need the help of a God like who allows that kind of thing to happen’ One person is turned away from God, another is turned toward him.

The world makes more sense if there is a God: Because…  Incredibly credible.
1  Anthropic Principle: We find ourselves in a universe which just happens to have the narrow range of chemical and mathematical possibilities where organic life can occur. It looks like the world has been prepared for us. Scientists recognise it is a one in a trillion chance. Dawkins says there may be have been a trillion universes created at the big bang, and we find ourselves in the one.  
2 Love and Beauty. Why is love significant? Is it just a chemical reaction which helped our ancestors survive. But essentially it’s like everything else, meaningless. Whether you are loving or cruel is insignificant, it doesn’t matter. Ultimately you life is futile and purposeless, worthless except of cource, to you. Love and beauty only makes sense if there is a God.
3  Human Rights. Belief in the sanctity of humans. If there is no God you just have to say well my rights as a human exists anyway. They are self evident. Are they???
Atheist books Richard Dawkins and Hitchins. 

A fact isn’t narrow. A fact is a fact – you can’t get around it. You have to struggle and squeeze and make all kinds of gyrations to get around a fact that is in your way,. For instance – the resurrection. 
It’s not narrow. It’s a huge fact. 
Every single religion in the world was created by somebody coming and saying ‘I am the prophet of God’. Christianity is the only religion in the entire world where a man came and said ‘I am not a prophet of God, I am God.’ And then proved it by rising from the dead. 

Problem with religion in our culture:

Begins with a position of superiority. That leads to separation. Alienation and Caricature (cartooning) follow and finally it leads to oppression. 


Believers

We’re all believers, we believe in something. That means we have faith in that something. 

We have faith that the thing we believe in can do for us what we can’t do for ourselves. It can help us, can  heal us, it can save us even. 


Biology of Belief  TIME mag 13 Feb 2009, searching for overlaps between religion and science.

A growing body of scientific evidence suggests that faith may indeed bring us health. People who attend religious services do have a lower risk of dying in any one year than people who don’t attend. People who believe in a loving God fare better after diagnosis of an illness than people who believe in a punitive God.

Neil Krause, of the University of Michigan, began studying a group of 1,500 people in 1997. His research shows that those people who give help fare better than those who receive it   (Acts 20:35 says: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’  He also found that people who maintain a sense of gratitude for what’s going right in their lives have a reduced incidence of depression, itself a predicator of health. In another study he found that people who believe their lives have meaning live longer than people who don’t.

Robert Hummer, of the University of Texas, studied a group of subjects since 1992. He found that over a given period those who never attend religious services have twice the risk of dying as those who go tot church once a week. Those who fall between none and weekly churchgoing fall somewhere between in terms of mortality. 

It’ called the Placebo effect, it’s a proven fact: Believing in a cure leads to real bodily changes. Or to put it another way, what you believe can radically affect the cells of your body

Dr. Andrew Newberg, professor of radiology, psychology and religious studies at the University of Pennsylvania, describes a cancer patient whose tumours shrank when he was given an experimental drug, grew back when he learned that the drug was ineffective in other patients and shrank again when his doctor administered sterile water but said it was a more powerful version of the medication. The US Food and Drug administration ultimately declared the drug ineffective and the patient died.  


In the bible, Proverbs 18:21 states that ‘Life and death are in the tongue’ 
Now the tongue deals in taste but this is not the attribute spoken of her - this proverb is speaking referring to the fact that the tongue deals in words. And that words are the currency of it’s transactions with other people. This proverb is declaring that life and death are broadcast in words formed by the sound the tongue makes. 
If we just think for a moment about Dr.Newberg’s patient above and ask the question - How did the information come to the patient? The answer has to be through words. They heard a fact or an opinion spoken by somebody else, or else they heard it in their mind as they read the words off a piece of paper. 

Because here’s a sobering fact - Thinking is speaking words to yourself. When you are reading, you are mentally ‘hearing’ the words you are seeing in your mind. You are speaking them to yourself. That is why if you mis-read a word you will ‘hear’ something other than what was intended and you will get the wrong meaning. That is why also people who are learning a foreign language will often report that they find themselves ‘reading’ something in the new language –that is they are no longer translating it into their mother tongue and speaking that in their mind, but they are speaking it to themselves, and understanding it in the new language. Remember, thinking is speaking words to yourself.

Now the mind sees most things in pictures and yet the power of a word is that it is the command line for the picture which become attached to it. The word causes the picture and the picture (or the ‘vision’) causes things to come t pass in life. Life and death are in the tongue because the tongue is the transmitter of the heart and it is what comes out of the heart which has the potential to defiles or edify. To cause life or death.  

You are composing the words into a sentence and speaking it mentally. That’s why if you mis-read a word you will get the wrong meaning of a statement or a sentence. You have given a word the wrong sound in your mind, and your mind now thinks that word means something else.  This is probably what being dyslexic is: Mixing up the characters of a word and thinking (saying it to yourself) with the wrong sound. 

Example: If you read ‘confound’ instead of ‘compound’ it can completely alter the meaning of a sentence. 

Once you have spoken it to yourself incorrectly, you cannot recover the meaning without going back and reading it again correctly. 

God has so designed us that we respond to words and it’s a fact that God only gave the power of speech to human kind.  the power of the tongue. Other animals can make sound but only man is able to employ the power of words – of Language, Grammar, syntax. The power not just to speak, but the power of speech. Only God and man can utter words which have the power to heal us, or kill us
God knew the power of speech. Genesis says he made everything by the power of his word. 

Life and death are in the tongue  Proverbs 18:21 says – in the sound the tongue makes.  If this seems a little over-dramatic then instead of ‘Life and Death’, why not substitute ‘Health and Prosperity, disease and failure’.  The meaning remains the same: ‘Health and Prosperity or disease and failure are in the tongue.’ 
What you say to yourself and others can influences and affect their health and success. 

Life and death, health, prosperity or disease, failure are in the tongue because the tongue deals in words.   
If these things are in words then these things are in thoughts also because thoughts are generated by words. If these things are in thoughts then these things are in concepts, daydreams, imaginings of all kinds. Life and death, Health, Prosperity or disease, failure is in every area of the mind. 

And notice there are only two extreme categories mentioned – life or death. It doesn’t allude to any middle ground between the two – any neutral area, just life or death. The fact is a word spoken over you or to you either leads you down a road of faith or else it leads you down a road of fear. I don’t mean a technical word of say, how to operate a machine or a word from your sat-nav telling you to turn left at the next junction. I mean a word spoken over your life. Don’t worry, you’ll know the difference when you hear it because a word spoken over your life always impinges upon the emotions as well as the brain. In fact we can recognise the dominant word that we are operating under by a simple test: 

What avenue of thought are we on?


Avenues

The bible says there are only two categories of words that the tongue brings and so it follows that there are only two avenues of thought that you can be moving along. We can liken it to finding ourselves either walking down one avenue or another at any one time. Let’s put names to these ‘Avenues’, so that we can recognise them:

Let’s call the one pattern of thought the Avenue of Faith, and the other pattern of thought the Avenue of Fear. You are either painting pictures of faith or else you are painting pictures of fear. And whatever the picture you are painting that is the avenue you will eventually find yourself living on in real life.  

If today you are thinking in faith tomorrow you will be either moving toward or living in, the actuality of that faith. If today you are thinking in fear tomorrow you are sure to find yourself heading toward the actuality of that fear. 
Most places you go to are places you have first been in your mind. Life may take you somewhere you have never been in your mind, but don’t let your thoughts take you to where you would never want to be. 
Could it be that people who go to church accidentally get it touch with this secret just by being exposed to one thing: The words of faith. God’s word is a love letter to human kind and hearing the word of God is good for the soul of man because God’s intention toward man is goodness beyond all we can ask or imagine.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Belief in a power above and beyond carnality, and the physical world. 

They accidentally find themselves on the Avenue of Faith.

Have you ever turned a corner and found yourself accidentally on the right road after all?

So often we turn a corner and we are lost and don’t know how to get back on the right road. 


Faith releases the power of God. Faith releases the power of belief. 

Fear releases the power of satan. Fear releases the power of unbelief. 

Faith is like the copper wing in electric cables. Unbelief is like having wood for wiring. It is not a good conductor. For God’s power to flow, you need the copper wiring of faith. 


God has designed it so if operate in faith you operate in the power of life, which includes good health. When you operate in fear you draw to yourself the power of unbelief and death, and that dilutes, countermands, works against all the goodness that God has built into you. 

Don’t check out without checking out Jesus
This phrase on the website lends homage to a simple fact – it’s up to you. It’s a matter of choice. Your freedom of action is a gift of God. He has given it to you and He’s not going to take it back (I will not revoke the covenant I have made Psa 89:34) You have the option. It’s up to you. 

You and nobody else. You are not a believer because your parents were, or because you were christened as a child or even because you go to church. You are a believer if you make a decision for Christ. And it is your decision. 
Many people wonder if they really do have any choice on the matter. 


Many say ‘it is not up to me. It’s up to the environment I am in, the system I am a part of; these things make my decisions for me. I am trapped!’  And it is a fact that you can be trapped by things you are not in control of. To put it another way, whatever impinges upon you and is out of your control, traps you. 

Many people today are trapped by poverty, by an economic system that is outside their influence. Many are trapped by a habit that they constantly battle with, sometimes for years – fighting and negotiating with it. Many are trapped by the fear of what others will say, the fear of what others will think about them. (The fear of man is a snare - Proverbs 29:25) Many are trapped by poor health, by a bad relationship, by a bad job. In short, many are trapped by being born into a fallen world, into a state of sin. They are trapped in sin that is not theirs. And then many others are trapped by their own sin, by the consequences of their actions. 


The fact is you can be trapped by all sorts of things but you can never, never ever, be trapped into unbelief. No system, no tyrant, no witch, no spell, no autocratic ruler, no Hitler or Pol Pot can force you to say in your heart ‘There is no God.‘ 

Nothing can ever trap you into unbelief. 

You can be trapped by sin in all its forms but you can never be trapped into unbelief. It is your decision. 

Now here is the gospel: Nobody goes to hell because of sin but because they reject Jesus – the one who saved the world from sin. You go to hell because of your choice, your decision. Not because you fall into sin or are born into sin. No matter what condition your life is in. No matter what traps you and ensnares you, you cannot be trapped into going to hell. Because you cannot be trapped into denying Jesus in your heart. 

That is the gospel. You don’t sin your way into hell, you reject your way into hell. 

Why? Because Jesus paid for every sin that was ever, and will be ever committed. The bible says that God is not counting men’s sins against them any more (2 Cor 5:19). 

When you reject Jesus,  

By rejecting God’s son 

Then again, many people conceptualise God as being in total control of everything. 

But the bible does not support that. Even the Lord’s prayer says ‘your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven’ (Matt 6) While no one doubts that God’s will is done in heaven, most don’t consider that Jesus is asking that God’s will be done on earth; And there would be no point in him asking that if God was in control of everything on earth. Jesus‘s words underscore the fact that God’s will does not automatically come to pass. The same precept is seen in 2 Pet 3:9 where God declares through scripture that He is not ‘willing that any should perish’ – that means it is not God’s will or desire or intention that anybody should suffer hell. If God is in control of everything, that passage makes no sense because obviously, people do perish. They perished when Peter wrote that and they are perishing now. In fact Jesus said in Matt 7 that few would find the small gate and narrow road that leads to salvation. In this word of prophesy Jesus acknowledged that God’s will does not automatically come to apss on earth. 
And that is because of one simple reason: Free will. God has given man free will and He will not take it back. That is not the same as saying that He could take it back if He wanted to. But God has gifted – He has made a present to mankind of the attribute of freedom. It is an attribute of the image of God to have volition, to make decisions, and to be accountable for your own actions. Man is not trapped like the animals into a life totally bounded by the physical realm. Man has a choice. You have a choice, and the website recommends that you ‘Don’t check out without checking out Jesus.’ It’s up to you. 

Anybody can be trapped in sin – their own sin and the state of sin that we are born into. 
But nobody can be trapped in unbelief. 
Andyology:

Don’t let people rent space in your mind

You can’t sin your salvation away – only reject it.

You can’t be tempted by what you don’t think

Your attitude determines your altitude

If you’re not living in the supernatural, you are living in the superficial.

Eph 3:20  Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,
Isa 55:6  Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near.

A prudent man acts out of knowledge.  Prov 13:16

Luk 18:37  Jesus was passing by.

There is a window of opportunity.

I had a friend. When I became a Christian, he was my special friend, my best friend and I loved him dearly. I once said to him: ‘I don’t want to get to heaven and find you are not there!’ or something like it. And he used to say things to me like: ‘I don’t understand what has happened to you’, but whatever it is, it’s good!’

I wanted him to believe and for a while he seemed to be receptive to the gospel. I should add that he was a staunch advocate of all things scientific and he lauded intelligence and scowled upon stupidity. He believed man had an intrinsic ability to overcome and to rise. 
He believed what I told him but in the end, my testimony all turned upon God touching me, upon me submitting my will to God. 
What finally put the nail in the coffin of his receptiveness to the gospel was Genesis. One day he asked me outright: ‘The book of Genesis says that God created everything in 6 days. Do you believe that?’ 
I thought about it and replied: ‘I know that some people think the 6 days symbolises a longer period of time – 6 thousand years or 6 billion years - but I just believe if God is God he could have made it in 6 minutes if He wanted to. Genesis says 6 days and I don’t have a problem with that.’ 

‘Okay’ he said, ‘just wanted to get that straight.’ And that was it. 
We never discussed it meaningfully again and our conversations became increasingly frosty from then on. It contaminated everything, polluted every aspect of our relationship – my stupid belief in the words in the bible.  
Genesis says that God made it in 6 days. The fact is that nobody else was there except God. There were no other witnesses to report just how it all came about. Later God himself told Moses to write it down. (Moses is believed to be the author of the first 5 books of the bible). And so Genesis say that God took 6 days to create the heavens and the earth – the universe. This realm we live in.

Rom 10:13  for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."


Power flows along lines of Authority. It’s like a river. 
It flows out from God. It’s the power of God and it flows along the lines of Authority that He has established (or some times that He individually says it can flow).

It cannot flow where another A is sovereign and in opposition. 

Ex Jesus could not do miracles b/c of unbelief Mat 13

This is why U cannot claim healing over someone who is not under you’re Authority, not unless God has specifically given a word for them.

If a person gives you A U can declare it on their behalf. 


Luk 7 raising a dead man

Faith is the substance of things. Things have a name. may also have length and breadth and smell and feel and sound, but always a name. 

Or do you say well healing doesn’t work any more. All that was just for the first century. As many teach. 

I got faith 
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Gonna be baptized in belief, receive a baptism of belief.

The world baptizes you in unbelief & godlessness but in church we’re going to be immersed in belief. If U believe then you have faith (definition). U cannot believe w/o faith & U cannot have faith w/o belief. So Belief & Faith are interchangeable concepts.
The world baptizes in all forms of ungodliness – murder of the unborn child, homosexuality, adultery, fornications – It says these are harmless, will bring no sanction, no shame, no trouble. But the bible says these things bring down trouble on the houses of those who do it. 


I got faith – I’ve got belief. I’m a believer. I’ve seen God – heard God – felt God. 
‘I’ve seen a God who I can’t see’

‘I’ve heard a God who I can’t hear

‘I’ve touched a God who I can’t feel

HOW?  With my 5 senses – see, hear, touch, smell, taste. NO. 
Yet I have heard God. How?

I believe I have heard him. I have the faith that I have heard him. 

I must have 6th sense.  Or maybe I slip into a Fourth Dimension   b/c I cannot hear him w my senses.

HOW?  Exercise. – by reading the WORD!

Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God. Rom 10:17

Baptism of belief comes by hearing.  Baptism of unbelief comes by hearing. 

What do U say. We spend an hour in church getting faith & belief, and then wash it down with a weeks’ worth of wall to wall unbelief. The TV has programs looking at death from every which way possible. Baptising me in fear & death & greed & murder, hearing people deny God, make fun of Him. 

I got faith. bible says w/o faith I can’t please God but w faith I can move a mountain. 
Bible says w faith I can be a channel thru which divine power can flow. 
But when I pray for folk they often don’t get healed – why is that? How come it doesn’t always work? 
Is it b/c I don’t have enough faith? Again the bible says every tian has been gifted the measure of faith (Rom 12:3) 

Power flows along lines of Authority. Some I have control,, most not. Channels ordained by God

And Faith is a conduit for God’s power to flow. 

But it can only flow in the RIGHT direction. I can’t go against what God has ordained or construct a special flow of power for my advantage.  
I’ve got to get in the flow. 

And the flow is along lines of Authority. That means that God has made it so your mom & dad have authority over U. Whether they are good parents or bad. Doesn’t mean God approves of them, it just means that is the way the flow works.  
No b/c most times some measure of faith has to be present in the person receiving prayer. 


Healing in the bible means the divine restoration of the body.


The Authority of the believer 

What do you do when you pray healing over somebody, when you have faith that God has heard, when you are able to believe it so much so that you declare to people – ‘there is going to be a divine healing in this case!’ 
But in the end you don’t see it. It doesn’t happen. What do you do? 

You were expecting God to do a miracle and He didn’t. You expected the person to be healed, and even made plans for what you were going to do when they were healed. But it never happened. They weren’t healed. 

What do you do?

First let me say that ‘healing’ doesn’t mean healing after death – We are all healed of the things that afflict the body when the body is no more. That is not a right use of the word healing. Healing means divine restoration of the body under the influence and power of the creator God. Healing is a supernatural occurrence, not a natural thing like death. Healing is something that cannot be explained inside of the natural realm. Healing is a divine restoration of the body. 

The question you need to answer is the question of authority. Did you have authority over that person for healing?’ 

If the person requiring healing is a son or daughter, or a dependent living with you or in your employment or a slave (as the Roman Centurion’s was) in any way 

(When I use the term ’healer’ I mean the one through whom the healing power of God flows, not the one with the power, but the agent. The ‘healer’ is meant to identify the one representing the power of God) 

When a person comes to you for healing, that is a token of their submission to you as a healer. If they are sincere in coming for healing (not just coming to poke fun at U) then straight away they grant an authority to the healer 
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Oh honey what you gonna do

You’re cheating just runs me through     spikes 
I’m wondering how’s it gonna be    thinking  I get to wondering 
When the man at your side aint me

My lover you’re so sweet

But you’re clacking just shakes my beak         lying makes me weep

I’m asking where you gonna be

When the man at your side aint me

My my now hold on tight    I’ll send my dreams to you everynight
I’ve been dreaming everynight   I’ve got a message that you won’t like    I got news that you aint gonna like 

I’ve seen the future, it’s a silvery sea   rosy and free  see the future running warm and free  reality

And the man at your side aint me
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Jeff Lynne used to say jokingly ‘I’ll be glad when I’m fed up of this!’ It was a group joke. 

And when you can say to that thing that afflicts you: 

‘I’ll be glad when I don’t like this!’ 
When you can look him square in the face and admit you like him today but there’s going to come a day you won’t like him any more. And when that day comes you are going to rejoice and be glad. 

That is the first point on the road to your deliverance. 
Admitting that you do what you do because you like it. Whether its smoking, eating too much, swearing or getting angry all the while; whatever has gotten hold of you, you have to admit that you do it because you like it. Then you are ready to call on God’s help: 

‘God I like this. Help me to stop doing it and to stop liking it. 
I’m in some kind of rebellion 

Religiosity can kill you

A Christian man once said to me ‘I must decrease and He must increase.’ (John 3:30)

That man committed suicide. 
Healing

It’s a lot more attractive to be divinely healed than it is to have bits cut from you or to have parts subjected to nuclear radiations. It’s infinitely preferable to be healed. People have no logical reason not to ask for healing. The reason why people don’t reach for it or expect it to happen is simply because they don’t believe it. They don’t think it works. 
Healing boils down to a very simple principle: God made you and He is able to remake you. 

Yonggi Cho
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Imagination. Incubation. Conception, pregnancy.
You cannot go anywhere that you haven’t already been in your thoughts. You have to think it first.

Faith is the substance of things.. Exact things with a size and a color and a type and model number and history and a feel and smell. Faith is the substance of things, real things. 
So YIC says ask precisely for what you want. 

Faith is the substance of things hoped for… things imagined, things dreamed of. You cannot hope for something without dreaming a little. It’s impossible to hope without involving your imagination.  
You are not sure if it’s your idea or God’s. How to be sure? Well begin hoping for it. 
If the Holy Spirit has put something into your heart then you will be able to keep hoping for it. If the Holy Spirit has put it there, it will persist but if not, it will fade. 
That is why you have to allow for a period of incubation. 
Can I put it crudely? - You had intercourse and you might be pregnant but you might not be. 
If the Holy Spirit has really conceived the idea within you then you will be able to keep hoping for it. It is not so easy to be able to keep imagining (hoping for) your own ideas. Time is the validation. Start hoping and see if faith comes.  
Faith is the substance .. the Greek word translated as ‘substance’ also means the ‘title deed’

You haven’t collected the thing yet but you’ve got the title deed for it. It’s the proof that it’s yours. Faith is the title deed for whatever it is you hope for.. 
It was conceived long ago in your belly and it has now survived the gestation period and although nobody else yet knows anything about the life you are carrying, you know you are pregnant and that it belongs to you. You have ownership and it’s only a matter of time before all the world knows it too. For when they see it birthed they will all acknowledge it. . 
The Holy Spirit 
This is the age of the Holy Spirit’s presence in the earth .
Only symbology used is that of a dove. That is why only unpardonable sin is sinning against the HS

Bitterness, anger, clamor grieve the HS (Eph 4:31). Kindness, forgiveness, tenderness pleases.

HS = the Spirit of Truth, His function includes to lead and guide us into all truth. He is also called 
the Spirit of Wisdom, the Spirit of Understanding, the Spirit of Knowledge, the Spirit of Judgement.

Described as God’s wind. When it blows, all tians Rx the msg. 

Metaphor of wind: wind is felt, not seen. Can be powerful or gentle.

HS was sent to the world. Convict of sin, righteousness and judgement. (John 16:8-11)

Comes into tian when born again. Some filled to overflowing. Visible, obvious. Others not outward sign.
YIC: HS = The Fourth Dimension. New power after the HS comes upon you. 
HS comes in 3 levels.  With us (conviction of sin), In us (new birth),  On us (jn fullness).
The HS is the administrator of the love of God and grace of the Lord Jesus. 
Partnership. Board meeting every morning, lunch, tea, bedtime.

That’s a great msg U gave tonight HS! I was really blessed!

Healing a hardened heart 
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I look over the TV listings and I am amazed at the sheer volume of drama series where the action is played out in hospitals or else operating theatres or surgeries. It seems a whole swathe of TV soap writers have relocated the art form into the medical arena, along with its baggage of lying, stealing and betraying, plus a bit of homosexuality, incest and adultery thrown in. We have become so used to hearing the terminology that almost everybody in the population is now able to pronounce more of the doctor-speak words. Those complicated latinised words that were always avoided before - like ‘pulminary’, ‘cardiac’, ‘ophthalmic.’ 

The fallout of this to everyone watching it, is to soften the thinking toward the good work of the medical profession and to laud and promote the marvellous healing potential available through modern medicine.

And also: 
The fallout of this to everyone watching it, is to harden the heart toward any reasonable consideration of the reality, or possibility even, of divine healing. 

This is because whatever you consider – whatever you spend time upon - whatever you study, examine, focus on – that is what your heart becomes softened to and open toward. 
And whatever you do not consider, whatever you shut out, whatever or whoever you ignore or neglect or give no time toward – that is what or who, your heart becomes hard toward. 

 
And I believe that the devil knows we are on the cusp of a healing revelation that will draw people to God like nothing else. And the weapon he is fielding to head off this revelation is the TV hospital soap operas. 
You can call me daft if you like, but imbibing these programs leads you away from any belief in God or in the healing potential of Jesus quicker than a lecture by Richard Dawkins.

Remember: whatever you consider – whatever you spend time upon - whatever you focus upon – that is what your heart is becoming soft and open toward. And whatever you shut out, whatever you say ‘no’ to or give no time toward – that is what your heart is becoming hard toward. 

It’s up to you whether you give time to watching these programs. But if you do, you need to understand that you will be hardening your heart toward the possibility of Jesus healing you. 
If you need healing from the Lord Jesus, then my advice is this. Read something about the healings Jesus did. Watch programs which show the miraculous at work. Watch anything - watch kids TV but switch off the programs which shows the world’s way of healing. Forget about the healing of doctors and your heart will become softer to the potential that Jesus can heal you. 
Put out of your mind as much as you can, anything showing the healing available through modern medicine and deliberately put into your mind anything showing the healing available through the Lord Jesus. 

Declarations 

Never declare healing over somebody else unless the Holy Spirit has specifically directed you to do that. You are dealing with somebody else’s heart, with somebody else’s will. 
If their heart is hardened toward healing then you can declare it until you are blue in the face and nothing will happen. Many have become disillusioned and impotent because of these things.

God made you and He can re-make you.
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Often when people come for prayer and you ask what is wrong, just in the way they describe their problem you can discern the blockage in the road leading to prayer working. Often they are not trapped so much by disease, but by thinking. Sometimes their expert knowledge of medical details can betray where their faith lies. In effect they are saying: ‘I’d like prayer but if you are going to heal me, you will need to know these important facts!’  
And they begin to say:-

‘I’m on 50 milligram of diazipan now, I was on Benzadrin but now I’ve changed’ Or: ‘My bacteria count has reached 50 and it’s supposed to be at 30’ Or: ‘My blood sugar level is at 115 and it needs to come down to 90’. 


They are quite sure that I will need to know these things if I am going to be able to pray for them. 

And the truth is, if I was a doctor trying to bring a healing, I would need to know these facts. But I am not a doctor and I am not the one who brings the healing
I am going to ask God to heal you and He doesn’t need to know this. You need to understand something really simple: God made you and He can re-make you. 
But here’s the rub: To bring healing, God needs your help! 
He has given you free will and you might have to invest some of it in your healing. And that means putting aside the accoutrements of the world system and giving Him some credit. After all, let’s face it - it’s not fair for you to expect God to heal you when you are meditating on the scriptures of another God!
You need healing. So get rid of it.  

A proverbs says ‘The prudent man acts upon knowledge’ and it is a stone cold fact that people will always act upon what they know works. That is what they put their trust in. 
If my faith is in the world system I will meditate upon the knowledge of that system and I will act upon its knowledge and uppermost in my thoughts will be facts and figures pertinent to me. 
If my faith is in the creator God then I will meditate upon His system and I will act upon the knowledge I have of Him working for me, and uppermost in my thoughts will be the word of the creator God who made everything.

The very fact they are focussed on such things betrays where their faith lies.
The very fact they deem such things important betrays where their faith lies.

Locked into a thought process which can express the situation only in terms of statistics and numbers
I don’t think people realise that they are idolising the world system when uppermost in their thoughts is the specifics they have memorised.
God needs your will to be for Him. He will not over-ride your sovereignty or go against your will. He needs the help of your mustard seed, that’s all. Not a huge amount just a mustard seed. 
It’s good for me to pray in faith but it‘s a whole lot better if you can! 
which places the highest priority on the world system
Isa 59 

God doesn’t love you any less if you are living an unholy life.

And he doesn’t love you any more if you are living a holy life.

God’s love for you is not based upon your performance, but totally upon what Jesus has done. 

No matter what you are doing, God is still broadcasting his goodness. 
The difference is if you are walking in un-holiness you are not able to respond to it. 

The fact is if you are operating in any kind of darkness – in any sin or negativity – any bitterness or unforgiveness -  any attitude of fear instead of an attitude of faith - then you are not able to respond to God in the way you should. It’s just as if your receiver has been sabotaged, and in a way, it has. Each time you think a dark thought the volume of your transponder gets turned down. You find that you are not able to hear so clearly from God. 

Sin keeps YOU apart from God. It doesn’t keep God apart from you. So stop blaming God.

People think that God can’t fellowship with you if you are unholy.  

Most people think that it is sin that causes man to be separated from God.  

Most people think that man was thrown out of the Garden of Eden because of sin.

Most people conclude if they are out of fellowship with God it is because He is angry with them. If they don’t feel able to worship or pray, they just think God has withdrawn from them for some reason. 
Jesus died for your sin. He did not die for your unbelief, 
Anybody can be trapped by sin, by the consequences of past mistakes,  but nobody is ever trapped by unbelief  
Nobody is ever forced to say in their heart 'there is no God.' 


You are furthest away from God when you think you are holy. 
You are closest to God when you know you are unholy. 

Water Baptism

Water baptism is a symbolic burial, by which the new Christian publicly declares they have died, and are now beginning a new life, in Christ. 

Water baptism is a statement of faith and a sign of repentance - ‘repentance’ means change - a change so drastic that the old person is "buried." It does not make you acceptable to God. As a means of trying to obtain a good standing with God, it is worthless. 

For Your Benefit

Water baptism outwardly demonstrates what has happened inwardly. It helps you to grasp the reality of the spiritual truth that the old "you" has died. 
Water baptism is only as important as you believe it to be. It is not something we must do to impress God, but something to impress on our mind what happened inwardly. Water baptism is for our benefit -- not God's. 

Meaning Of The Word Baptize

Baptize is the English form of a Greek word which means to IMMERSE – the Greek BAPTIZEIN.  

Baptizein was a daily household word. Whenever the idea of total submergence was to be expressed, whether literally or metaphorically, baptizein was the word used. However, in English, the word ‘baptize’ has other connotations and the word baptize or baptism is used in the Bible to refer to things other than water baptism. 

Clean Break With The Past

Water baptism is your public declaration and confession of faith: I have died to my old life and my old ways. By being baptized in water you are saying that you have died to sin, selfishness, and the world's ways. It is a public burial of the old life. By being baptized we are in effect saying goodbye to our old life (self), and saying hello to a new creation who is IN Christ Jesus. Water baptism makes a clean break with the past, a point of separation, dividing the old from the new. It says the past is dead and gone -- drawing a clear line between the old life and the new. 
Jesus' Baptism
Jesus was baptized in water by John the Baptist. (Matt 3:16, Mark 1:9) He was, and is, our pattern. And, in a sense, He was, at that point, dying to His past life. Jesus was declaring that He was dead to any selfishness and existed solely to do the will of the Father God. 

A Picture Sermon

Water baptism pictures the burial and resurrection of Christ. In baptism, we demonstrate to ourselves and the world that we are now identified with Christ in both dying to self and being raised to life in Christ. It is an is acknowledgement that the person being immersed is indeed a Christian believer. 

So, all who baptize should question converts, just as Philip did in Acts 8:37, to be sure of their commitment to Christ, before immersing them in water. Only those who accept the Lordship of Jesus Christ should be baptized in water. 

Which form Of words?

MATTHEW 28:19 NKJ:  "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

ACTS 2:38 NKJ:  Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 


Claiming that certain words must be said at the time of water baptism, or that only certain special people can baptize you in water, makes water baptism into a magical rite -- a work of man trying to be right with God. 

The words spoken by the person baptizing you in water will not save you, or condemn you. Water baptism is not some magic ritual to make you right with God. Even if no words are spoken over you during your water baptism, it is still a picture of burial and resurrection. Specific words are not what is important, but the attitudes and faith of the people involved are what matters. 

When baptizing new believers, saying something like, "In the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, I baptize you into the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit," is probably best. Then the devil cannot tempt them to think they were not baptized in the right name. 

Must You Be Baptized To Be Saved?

In Luke 23:39-43, we have the record of one of the criminals crucified with Jesus acknowledging Him as Lord: 

And Jesus said to him, "Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise."  (v43)
Jesus told the criminal he would be with Him in Paradise, even though he was not baptized in water. 

Also, in Acts 10:44-48, Cornelius' household became believers, received the Holy Spirit, and began speaking in tongues, before being baptized in water. According to Jesus (John 7:38-39, Mark 16:17), receiving the Holy Spirit happens only to those who are believers, and therefore saved. 

If water baptism was necessary for salvation, then salvation would partly be by works, and not by grace. 

1 CORINTHIANS 1:17 NKJ: For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of no effect. 

The apostle Paul, who received the Gospel direct from the risen Lord Jesus, said he was not sent to baptize. If water baptism was necessary for salvation, that would not make any sense. 

Salvation is not a physical transaction and is not dependent on physical surroundings -- such as water. 

Some denominational confusion arises from a belief that every mention in Scripture of the word baptize refers to water -- which is not true. 

Baptism in water is not necessary for salvation, but is beneficial for the believer. Water baptism provides a good foundation, if understood correctly. 

Summary

The main points to remember about water baptism are: 

* It does not make you a Christian, or right with God. It is only a symbolic act with no power to save you. 

* It is a testimony of what has already happened inwardly in the believer -- the death of their old life. 

* Certain formulas of words are not vital. 

* It is complete immersion into water. 

* It is best done publicly. 

* It should be done only by someone old enough to understand what they are doing. 

* It should be done only by those who have received the Lord Jesus Christ and are committed to Him. 

Should you be baptized in water? Yes, if you understand clearly what you are doing, and sincerely mean what baptism signifies. Otherwise, you should not be baptized in water, because it will do you no good whatsoever. Water baptism could even harm you by giving you false hope. 

______________________________________________________________________________

02 Jan 09                    Meeting 

Natalie had spoken about the significance of nine and a half. Nine and a half years is how long she has been saved and we have been at Church on the Hill. Nine and a half centimetres is what a woman has to be dilated to in order to give birth. Nine and a half.

I am reminded of two things: John Haines felt he had been directed to Church on the Hill to help me. 
Alan Smith had a prophecy spoken over him years ago that he was a pastor’s right hand man. When the weight of this is not overwhelming me, I am greatly honoured by the faithfulness of John and Alan. 
To make a change into A house pf prayer. Away from the church model, toward being a fellowship.

Mom used to say ‘I’m not a very good Christian.’ If she were here today I would have to tell her that I  believe if you are a Christian, you are in Christ, full stop! There is no such thing as a ‘good’ or ‘bad’ Christian. No matter how ‘good’ or ‘bad’ you think you are, If you are born again, that’s good enough. 


Most people are not healed. For whatever reason, most are not able to partake of the healing power of the Lord Jesus. Some do receive a miraculous super-natural healing. And then there are some who receive healing but are not able to maintain it.
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